Items 4 to 19

Reports of the Clerk to 

Llanllawddog Community Council of 7 September 2026 

4. Report of the County Councillor   

To receive a verbal update from Abergwili Ward Councillor, Councillor Neil Lewis in relation to his Ward work.

5. Biodiversity Update  

One of the measures within the Council’s Biodiversity Action Plan is to Safeguard principal species and habitats.  One Voice Wales offers Councils the opportunity to apply for one of its rounds of biodiversity packages in 2026-27.  Council at its meeting on 29 June 2026 discussed making an application to One Voice Wales for the planting of fruit trees to be located on the grassy bank along the A485 adjacent to the bus stop in Rhydargaeau. 

The grassed bank is owned and maintained by the County Council and enquiries have been made whether it would give consent for the planting of the trees.  The Highway Services Manager has advised that the grassed bank forms part of the adopted highway and as such lies within the forward visibility splay associated with the highway alignment at the location.  The purpose of the visibility splay is to ensure that motorists, cyclists and other highway users have adequate sight lines when approaching and negotiating the bend.  The officer has further advised that as the Highway Authority has a duty to maintain the safety of the public highway, it would not be able to support or permit the planting of trees within this area, as they have the potential to obstruct visibility and compromise highway safety.  The officer has stated that should the Council wish to pursue alternative planting, such as flowers or bulbs, there would be no objection in principle subject to the appropriate approvals being obtained.  In such circumstances, a Street Works licence would be required.  Any licence would need to be issued to the Town and Community Council rather than individual members of the public, and suitable public liability insurance would also be required.

Council is recommended to approve that an application be made to One Voice Wales for a biodiversity package for bulbs and flowers by their deadline of 30 September 2026 and to apply for a Street Works licence from the County Council. 

The Council’s attention was drawn to a large number of overhanging branches over the pavement from a residence in Rhydargaeau by members of the public which obscures the line of sight around a junction for pedestrians and motorists as reported at the last meeting of Council on 29 June 2026.  This has been reported by the Clerk to the County Council to use its powers under the Highways Act 1980 Section 154(1).  The Highways Inspector will attend to the site to investigate the matter.    

Recommended:  That the Council approve an application be made to One Voice Wales for a biodiversity package for bulbs and flowers and that an application be made for a Street Works licence. 

6. Report on Community Engagement and Communication  

Council at its meeting on 29 June 2026 (minute no. 477 refers) resolved to seek the Consultant’s advice on the wording and content of a survey of community engagement with residents to be developed using MS Forms for a leaflet drop to residents and to include a QR code for residents to complete online.  It also resolved to having a presence at Church Hall fairs and having promotional banners designed for use at events.

Accordingly, the Consultant has developed the content of a community engagement survey which has been further developed by Councillor Bowen and the Clerk.  

At the time of the last Council meeting, the Church Hall Committee did not have any space at its Autumn Fair being held on 12 September 2026.  Subsequently, space has now become available, and the Council has reserved space at a cost of £10.00 at the forthcoming Fair to carry out community engagement.  This can be the first step, prior to the questionnaire being rolled out to residents by delivery door to door and it being signposted via a QR Code on the Council’s Facebook page and its noticeboards.

Promotional banners displayed at the Fair and future community events would:

• raise residents’ awareness of the Council;
• strengthen the Council’s visibility at community events; and
• present the Council as a professional, active organisation.

Just Print who are a Carmarthenshire based company and who have previously made the Council’s Christmas and play area signage are able to produce pull up banners.  The cost of the promotional banners is £65.91 excluding VAT.  Councillor Bowen has produced two designs for the banners.  

Enquiries have been made with the Fund Manager of the Wind Farm in relation to making a Grant Bach application.  At the same time the consultant was updated on the Council’s plans to commence community engagement.  Disappointingly, the consultant recommended that a Grant Bach application be not submitted due to the Council’s reserves and as only one Grant Bach application can be made in a twelve-month period.  The consultant advised that the Council should wait until it had further schemes for potential funding up to the ceiling of £750.  This view was supported by the Fund Manager.        

  Recommended:  That Council purchase two promotional banners at a cost of £65.91 excluding VAT for use at community events.  




7. Budget monitoring relative to the period ending 30 September 2026

The Council holds a balance of £5,672.27 in its current account and a balance of £11,008.60 in its savings account resulting in total resources of £16,680.87.  The Council’s current account balance has increased as the Brechfa Wind Farm has awarded a grant of £1,495.00 for the defibrillator at Y Llwyn.  Payment of the grant was received on 17 August 2026.  While the second instalment of the precept of £2,934.33 was paid by the County Council on 28 August 2026.  

Attached is the spend profile for the financial year to date.    

Council at its meeting on 29 June 2026 (minute no. 480 refers) authorised the transfer of £1,000 from its savings account to the current account to ensure the Council had sufficient funds to meet the liabilities to be approved at that meeting.  The mechanism for making transfers is by the Clerk telephoning the Bank to request such transfers and waiting in a call centre queue.  The Bank offers a service whereby the Clerk who is a signatory to the account can make transfers to and from its accounts online.  This would negate the need to make telephone calls to the Bank and having to wait in a queue for the next member of staff to become available.  

Authorisation is sought for the Clerk to be able to make transfers from its bank accounts online.  This would not affect payments to third parties by the Council in that they will continue to be made by cheque after approval at Council meetings.  If Council is minded to grant such authorisation, the Clerk will seek approval of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson prior to making any transfers.  A letter of authority would also need to be signed by all signatories to the bank account.  Having the ability to make transfers when balances are relatively high in the current account to the savings account will be prudent take advantage of interest rates, to maximise income to the Council.  

Recommended: (1) That Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 30 September 2026;  

                            (2) That the Clerk be authorised to make transfers from its bank accounts, subject to obtaining prior authorisation from the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson and subject to also a letter of authority be signed by all signatories.  
8. Local Government Pay Award 2026
Notification has been received via One Voice Wales that negotiations by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services has been concluded for the pay award in Local Government in 2026 resulting in a pay award of 3.3%.  This increase is effective with immediate effect and backdated to 1 April 2026 when the pay award became due.   
9. Bills for Payment                               
The Council has the following liabilities for which approval is requested to make payments: 

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300180
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for July and August 2026 
	21.40

	300181
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for July and August 2026 which includes back pay of £49.89 to 1 April 2026 following the Local Government pay award of a 3.3% increase 
	872.20

	300182
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for July and August 2026 
	222.54

	300183
	Tenby and Saundersfoot First Responders
	Payment of Defibrillator
	1495.00

	300184
	Just Print Digital
	Payment of Promotional Banners
	158.18

	300185
	Llanllawddog Church Hall 
	Hire of table at Church Hall Autumn Fair for community engagement
	10.00



Council is requested to reissue replacement cheques for the reasons listed in the table below:

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300186
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for May and June 2026 as one of the signatures varied to that on the Mandate on cheque numbered 300175 
	28.95

	300187
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Cheque numbered 300146 authorised for payment on 2 March 2026 has now been conformed to have been mislaid by the payee.   
	116.00



Recommended: That the Council approve the above payments and the reissue of replacement cheques as above.    

10.  Parc y Rhyd Play Area 

To report on an update on matters relating to the play area.

In the week commencing 14 September 2026, Sovereign Play will be conducting its inspection of the play area in accordance with the compliance package.  The company will be returning to site on 28 September 2026 to fix the loose steel post on the nest swing. 

11. Road Safety on the A485 
 
On 4 August 2026, the Vice-Chairperson, County Councillor Lewis and the Clerk met the Road Safety Manager by video call to discuss road safety measures on the A485.  The County Council was willing to pick up the signoff work for the feasibility of a crossing at a cost of £2,000.  The cost of the crossing was estimated at £75,000 to involve the removal of the bollards and the creation of a crossing.  It was explained that match funding such a scheme by the Community Council would be cost prohibitive.  Councillor Lewis requested that the scheme for a crossing be placed on the County Council’s priority list.  That scheme would be in competition with other schemes throughout the county for a share of the budget.  No date can be given as to when a scheme could take place as requests for traffic calming measures outweigh the budget available. 

A lesser alternative scheme was discussed, namely speed humps which cost £16,000 each.  The cost is attributed to design fees, public consultation, legal notices, signage and possible lighting changes.  A plateau with a flat-top surface would cost in the region of £25,000 - £35,000.

The Road Safety Manager advised that Councils had seen a marked reduction in speeding since the implementation of the 20mph default speed limit, but speeds were typically 4 to 5 mph above the speed limit.  Incidents of dangerous driving continue particularly at nighttime.      

The Road Safety Manager also advised that the County Council has focused on a road safety partnership with Dyfed Powys Police (DPP) following the disbandment by DPP of its Road Traffic Force.  However, a new Regional Co-ordinator is in post to get back to the force’s previous position on road policing.  
The Road Safety Manager advised that Rhydargaeau does not meet the criteria for speed cameras which is based on Killed or Serious Injury (KSI) collisions.  Average speed cameras have been vandalised throughout the county and there was a reluctance by the County Council to roll out further such cameras due to the continued threat of vandalism, notwithstanding they are also criteria based on the number of collisions.  

Enquiries were made regarding the availability of Section 106 monies as potential match funding; the Road Safety Manager was aware of schemes being funded within the county from various sources and he will provide details where those schemes were carried out.  It was also possible that the funding and the work could be done over a period of years in a set of different phases.  

Two potential locations in Rhydargaeau for speed humps were discussed, namely in the southern part of the village in the vicinity of the former Bluebell pub and further north in the village in the 20mph area.  The Road Safety Manager believed that round top speed bumps (as in Alltwalis) were more effective than speed cushions as SUVs and vans were not affected by them.  He did caution that speed bumps can give rise to noise particularly with agricultural traffic, which can in turn give rise to complaints from residents.  Residents in Gwyddgrug opposed the speed bumps in Alltwalis.  The Road Safety Manager recommended that it was important to engage with the community to get agreement on the location of speed bumps.    

The Council’s attention was drawn at its previous meeting to speed humps being installed in Llangain.  Enquiries were made by the Clerk to his counterpart at Llangain Community Council who informed that the Community Council did not have any input in the scheme.  The Road Safety Manager informed that the speed humps in Llangain had been implemented as a supporting measure for the introduction of the 20mph speed limit.

The following actions arose out of the meeting:

1. Hold a community consultation event to agree the location of speed humps in Rhydargeau ideally prior to the next Council meeting.
2. Road Safety Manager to provide an overview of schemes and a breakdown of measures prior to consulting with the community.
3. Road Safety Manager to provide details on schemes where communities had benefitted from a phased approach to speed reduction measures.     

To date, items 2 and 3 above are awaited from the Road Safety Manager and once received, the Council may wish to consider holding a community consultation event.  

12. Public Footpaths   

The Countryside Access Officer has made some progress with landowners in that he has spoken to the owner of the northern section of 27/26/1 (Lletty Tegan), who are happy for the obstructions to be removed as long as it remains stock proof.  The landowners have stated that the gate belongs to their neighbour, not them.  The Countryside Access Officer has not had a response from the owner of the south side (Dan Y Capel), but will contact the landowner again.    
The Countryside Access Officer has also made progress at Cwmceir (27/26/2 & 27/26/3).  Again, there are two owners, and both are amenable to getting the path open, but as there is a map error there is a certain amount of legal work to do that will take some time to process.  Most likely the path will be diverted out of the farmyard and onto the new track around the farm.  One of the owners has informed the Countryside Access Officer that there is an old waymarked alternative path that bypasses the issue that would need to be checked out.

The Council at its meeting on 29 June 2026 priortised Footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1to be free from obstructions so that it would involve the creation of two circular walks in Rhydargaeau.  The Project Officer has requested some additional time to come up with accurate costings for the footpaths prioritised and to schedule a further site visit.     

13. Work Programme  

The purpose of the report is to update Council on the Work Programme which will be reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning.  

	Date of Council
	Work Programme Items

	All Dates
	Standard Items Discussed Each Meeting

· County Councillor’s Report
· Budget Monitoring
· Bills for Payment
· Applications for Financial Assistance 
· Planning Applications
· Play Area
· Correspondence
· Reports of Meetings 
· Biodiversity 

	June
	· Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement and Internal Auditor’s Report
· Christmas Planning
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 

	September 
	· Standard Items of Business 

	November
	· Completion of Audit
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Draft Annual Report 

	January
	· To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept 
· Biodiversity Section 6 Report

	March
	· Renewal of Council’s Insurance
· Request for Late Cut of Verges
· Biodiversity Action Plan

	May Annual Meeting
	· Election of Chairperson
· Election of Vice-Chairperson
· Chairperson’s Report
· Annual Report
· Review of Training Plan
· Review of Asset Register
· Approval of Dates of Future Meetings
· Statement of Accounts 



Recommended:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

14. Amended Code of Conduct

The Legal Services Manager of the County Council has informed all Town and Community Councils of a new Code of Conduct, (attached) which reflects the most recent changes to the Model Code, published by the Welsh Government in 2025.  The Model Code has been adopted by the County Council, and all Town and Community are recommended by the County Council to adopt the revised Code of Conduct.    

Recommended:  That Council adopts the revised model Code of Conduct  

15. Community Defibrillator Project

Grant funding of £1,495.00 from the Brechfa Wind Farm for a defibrillator to be installed on the boundary wall outside Y Llwyn was received ion 17 August 2026. Arrangements have been made with the Council’s Guardian for the Defibrillators and the Tenby and Saundersfoot Responders to install the new defibrillator.   

16. Application for Financial Assistance

The Council has received an application for funding from the following organisation:

Cerebral Palsy Cymru - The Council’s support has been requested towards supporting the work of Cerebral Palsy Cymru.  The appeal raises funds to continue providing vital therapy and specialist care to children across Wales, giving children living with cerebral palsy the best possible start in life.  Cerebral Palsy Cymru has a specialist team of physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech and language therapists and family support staff, work together to help children achieve their fullest potential, and help families navigate the challenges that living with cerebral palsy brings.

This is the first occasion the Council has received an application for financial assistance from Cerebral Palsy Cymru. 

The Council’s budget to support applications for funding is £1,000 in 2026-27 and is yet to be committed. 
Recommended: That the Council consider the requests for funding.  

17. Correspondence 

To receive correspondence from the following:  

Public Sector Network 

· July and August Newsletters

One Voice Wales  

· E-Bulletins
· Y Llais Magazines
· Carmarthenshire Area Committee  – 14 July 2026 Agenda and Minutes  
· Practice Development Note Internal Audit 
· Innovative Practice Draft Agenda – 30 September 2026 
· New Model Contract of Employment Based on Green Book Conditions
· Practice Development Notes – Role of the Chair
· Local Government Annual Pay Settlement 2026
· August to December Training Events

Carmarthenshire County Council  

· Bureau Funding Opportunities
· Public Rights of Way Volunteering Project
· Have Your Say – Current Consultations 
· Town and Community Councils Update
· Assessment of Local Wellbeing Consultation
· Emergency Road Claosure – U5552 Llanpumsaint
· Emergency Road Closure - C1250 Rhydargaeau to Whitemill
· Emergency Road Closure - B4301 Bronwydd SA33 6BG 
· Temporary Road Closure – U5552 Llanpumsaint 

Dyfed Powys Police 

· Launch of Road Safety Community Grant Fund
· Youth Ambassadors Launch New Survey for Young People

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service

· Calon Tân Magazine: Summer 2026  
· Delivery of Life-Saving Aid to Ukraine 
· Llangynidr Reservoir Moorland Wildfire – Incident 
· Special Thanks to Communities During Unprecedented Service Demand

Hywel Dda University Health Board 

· Views Sought on Residents Who Choose to Give Birth at Singleton Hospital
Welsh Government

· Community Spaces Grant Funding
· Travel for All Research Project
· Public Appointments in Wales

Public Services Ombudsman for Wales

· Quarterly Newsletter

Planning Aid Wales

· Latest News 
· Latest Training
· Implementation of Planning (Wales) Act 2026

Llais Cymru Health and Social Care

· Monthly Newsletters

Local Places for Nature    

· Nature News Updates  
· Balsam Bash at Morfa Wetlands, Johnston
· Coed Lleol at Ann Street Park, Llanelli 
· Coed Lleol at Capel Hendre Park
· Wales Nature Week 
· Questionnaire

Natural Resources Wales

· Invitation to Community Flood Volunteer Events 2026

Gallagher Insurance

· Community Matters Newsletter

Show Racism the Red Card

· Summer Roadshows

Victim Support 

· Free Training Webinars

Recommended: (1) That the correspondence received be noted;

 (2) That Members indicate any One Voice Wales training modules they wish to attend for approval by Council.    
18. Planning Applications 

The following planning applications have been received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Community Council.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk123412569]Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10251  
	Reserved Matters to Outline PL/03898 (Erection of a local needs dwelling and associated works)
	Tiffany Lodge, Rhydargaeau SA33 6BL  
	Re-consultation application due to amended plans and approval of Reserved Matters 

	PL/11152   
	Formation of an area of hardstanding
	Land adjacent to Derlwyn Villa, Alltwalis
	Full 

	PL/11153
	Pole barn
	Land adjacent to Derlwyn Villa, Alltwalis
	Prior Notification:  Building (agricultural / forestry) 

	PL/11155
	Agricultural portal steel barn
	Land adjacent to Derlwyn Villa, Alltwalis
	Prior Notification:  Building (agricultural / forestry)



The following planning applications have been determined by the County Council in the Council’s area since its last meeting.   

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/11153
	Pole barn
	Land adjacent to Derlwyn Villa, Alltwalis
	Prior Notification:  Building (agricultural / forestry)
	Prior approval not required

	Pl/11155
	Agricultural portal steel barn
	Land adjacent to Derlwyn Villa, Alltwalis
	Prior Notification:  Building (agricultural / forestry)
	Prior approval full planning consent is required



19. Reports of Meetings 

The Council has been represented at the following meetings of outside bodies by the Clerk since the last meeting:

· Carmarthenshire One Voice Area Committee – 14 July 2026

· Society of Local Council Clerks West Wales Branch Meeting – 16 July 2026
· Carmarthenshire County Council - Code of Conduct Training – 29 July 2026

Trydan Gwyrdd Cymru has invited the Chairperson and Clerk to attend an online briefing of Community Councils on the Glyn Cothi Wind Farm to take place on 14 September 2026. 


Andrew Rees, Clerk to Llanllawddog Community Council    
