Items 3 to 18

Reports of the Clerk to 

Llanllawddog Community Council of 11 May 2026 

3. Presentation by Bryony Whiffen, Consultant in Relation to the Development    of Community Facilities  

As reported to the Council on 2 March 2026 (minute no. refers) the Fund Manager of the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Community Fund has appointed Bryony Whiffen as a Consultant to support the Council with community engagement, capacity building, and evidence gathering of local needs.  This support focuses on strengthening resident interaction and facilitates collaboration, including training, rather than formal consultation. The consultant will work closely with the Council, attend meetings, and propose forming a sub-group as a project team.  The Consultant will be attending the meeting to discuss the Council’s needs and role in supporting the Council. 

4. Request to Support Transition Streets Project 

Ynni Sir Gâr has been invited by the Fund Manager of the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Community Fund to submit a grant application to run a pilot project of Transition Streets in Rhydargaeau.  The hope is that being part of the project would start to encourage neighbours to get to know each other better, and at the same time reduce their bills and carbon footprint.  The Transition Streets Project was first implemented in Totnes, Devon, where residents have saved an average of a third off their energy and water bills and their street has been transformed as neighbours have started working together for the good of the street.  

Ynni Sir Gâr intend to apply to the Wind Farm for funding to secure work for a person for 2-3 years so that there is enough time to really get to know people.  Ynni Sir Gâr hope to apply for a grant from another source for 'match funding' with the intention of eventually offering a full-time position.  

The Council at recent meetings has discussed the lack of a central place or focal point for people to gather in Rhydargaeau, a view shared by the Wind Farm and Ynni Sir Gâr.  Ynni Sir Gâr’s initial focus will be to distribute leaflets and knock on doors to raise awareness of the project.  The residents of Rhydargaeau travel in many directions to satisfy their social needs and do not have much opportunity to gather in the village itself.  Ynni Sir Gâr feel that areas around Rhydargaeau could also benefit greatly from the Transition Streets project and the part-time member of staff would allocate any spare time to raise awareness in these areas as well.  

Ynni Sir Gâr intend submitting a bid for funding to the Wind Farm in May 2026 and are seeking the Council’s support in its application.  It should be noted that there the Transition Streets Project does not have any resource implications on the Council.

County Councillor Lewis will be requested to declare an interest in this item as Manager of Ynni Sir Gâr having made an introduction on the project and leave the room whilst Council deliberates on the item.   

Recommended:  That Council recommends supporting the application by Ynni Sir Gâr to the Brechfa Forest Wind Farm Community Fund for a Transition Streets Project in Rhydargaeau.     

5. Report of the County Councillor 

To receive a verbal update from Abergwili Ward Councillor, Councillor Neil Lewis in relation to his Ward work.

6. Biodiversity Action Plan

Council at its meeting on 2 March referred the Biodiversity Action Plan to a Biodiversity Sub-Group with the task of setting targets within the Plan (minute no. 422 refers).  The Sub-Group’s membership was also agreed at the last Council meeting to comprise Councillors Bowen, P Hughes and Mason.  The Sub-Group has yet to meet to date, but arrangements will be made for it to meet prior to the next meeting of Council in June 2026.  

Following the Council’s success in securing a free Biodiversity package from One Voice Wales, delivery of the materials to construct the planter and substrate took place in March 2026.  Construction of the planter and fixing of the habitat boxes by the Chairperson, Councillor P Hughes and the Clerk took place on 26 March 2026.  Screws were purchased by the Clerk from Screwfix in the sum of £29.47.  Additional substrate was received by One Voice Wales, however very supplies of 12 bags of topsoil and 4 bags of sharp sand were purchased by the Clerk to fill the planter.  The cost of the additional substrate purchased was £53.00 from B&Q.  Council will be requested to approve the expenditure incurred by the Clerk of £82.47 as part of expenses to be claimed.  

One Voice Wales Local Places for Nature Officer delivered plants for the planter with planting taking place on 23 April 2026.            
     
7. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period 30 April 2026 

The Council holds a balance of £5,076.07 in its current account, which reflects a grant payment by the Brechfa West Forest Wind Farm Community Fund of £1,496.00 following a successful bid for a defibrillator to be located outside Myrddin Garden Machinery, Pontarsais.  It also reflects the first instalment of the precept from the County Council of £2,934.34.  The balance in the savings account is £11,950.50 resulting in a total of £17,026.57. 

Attached is the outturn for the 2025-26 financial year.  

Recommended: That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 30 April 2026 along with the outturn for the 2025-26 financial year.   
8. Bills for Payment                               
The Council has the following liabilities for which approval is requested to make payments: 

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300168
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for March and April 2026 
	182.47

	300169
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for March and April 2026 
	802.65

	300170
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for March and April 2026 
	200.60

	300171
	Carmarthenshire County Council 
	Public Lighting Charges 2025-26
	944.06

	300172
	Tenby and Saundersfoot First Responders
	Payment for Defibrillator
	1,495.00


	300173
	Llanllawddog Church Hall 
	Hire of Church Hall for March and May 2026
	80.00



Cheque numbered 300146 to the Society of Council Clerks in the sum of £116 and authorised for payment by Council at its meeting on 2 March 2026 has yet to be banked by that organisation despite being requested to do so.  In the event the Society of Local Council Clerks has mislaid that cheque, Council is recommended to issue a further cheque for £116 on the proviso that the SLCC destroys the earlier cheque should they find it.       

Recommended: That the Council approve the above payments.   

9.  Parc y Rhyd Play Area 

To report on an update on matters relating to the play area.

Sovereign Play has carried out an annual inspection of the play area on 1 April 2026 and there are no matters which the Inspector wishes to draw to the attention of the Council.       



10. Road Safety on the A485 
 
The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Clerk and County Councillor Lewis met the Road Safety Manager on 12 March 2026 to discuss longstanding road safety and speeding concerns.  The Road Safety Manager explained that he has a very limited budget to carry out physical works to deter excessive speeding.  He explained that there is potential for schemes to be match funded by the Community Council.  Schemes have previously been funded on a 50/50, 60/40 and 70/30 basis.  The Road Safety Manager verbally gave indicative costs for options for road safety measures as follows:

•	Traffic Light Activated Crossing - £40,000 - £60,000
•	Speed Hump - £15,000 each
•	Raised Plateau - £25,000 - £30,000 
•	Crossing to include Raised Plateau - £60,000 - £70,000 

The Road Safety Manager also undertook to review speeds, measures and costings.   Despite reminders, the Road Safety Manager has yet to provide the above details in writing.  When received the Council may wish to consider a match funded scheme with the County Council over a period of time to implement some physical measures to deter speed.  The Road Safety Manager advised on site that measures to reduce speed will be subject to consultation, however a speed camera did not meet the criteria.     

11. Public Footpaths   

The Chairperson and Clerk met the Countryside Access Officer on 5 March 2026 and walked footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1 in Rhydargaeau to see at first hand the obstructions preventing open access to those paths.  The Countryside Access Officer stated on site that he is very keen to carry out some work to the footpaths in the area as they have not worked in the area for some time.  The Countryside Service has a Project Officer who can access some funding and he will put the officer in touch with the Council to develop projects jointly with him and the Wind Farm to allow access to the footpaths in the area.  To date, a further response is awaited from the Countryside Access Officer following up from the site meeting and contact from the Policy Officer in the Countryside Service.   

12. Annual Remuneration Report 2026-27

The Democracy and Boundary Commission has published the Annual Remuneration Report for 2026–27, the report linked here sets out the Commission’s decisions regarding the remuneration, expenses, and benefits applicable to elected and co-opted members across principal councils, community and town councils, fire and rescue authorities, and national park authorities.  It is the Commission’s first report since it took over this responsibility from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.  
The Commission continues to mandate payments for the extra costs of working from home and payments for office consumables. make substantive changes to the remuneration framework only once in each electoral cycle. The report prior to each local government election will consider major changes to the framework, the draft report for 2026-27 will consider increased amounts where appropriate.  The report for 2027-28, which will be published by the end of February 2027, will update the framework for those Members who will be elected at the May 2027 local elections. 
There is no change to the Determination made last year in relation to:
• Mandatory Payments
Payment for extra costs of working from home. All Councils must pay their members £156 a year (equivalent to £3 a week) towards the extra household expenses (including heating, lighting, power, and broadband) of working from home.  Set payment for consumables: Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for the cost of office consumables required to carry out their role, or alternatively councils must enable members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office consumables. It is a matter for each Council to make and record a policy decision in respect of when and how the payments are made and whether they are paid monthly, yearly, or otherwise.  The policy should also state whether and how to recover any payments made to a member who leaves or changes their role during the financial year.
• Compensation for Financial Loss
Compensation for financial loss is an optional payment.  The amount for financial loss was not increased last year. Previously, an appropriate level of payment has been determined and set at the daily rate of ASHE.  To maintain this link, the figures for 2026 are now set at £134.90 exceeding 4 hours but not exceeding 24 hours and £67.45 for each period not exceeding 4 hours.  
• Reporting Requirements
Community and Town Councils are required to submit an annual statement of payments to the Commission by the 30 September each year and publish this on their website.  The Commission has provided a template return for clerks to use.
The Commission has determined that Returns to the Commission need only show the total amounts paid in respect of the mandatory payments mentioned above.  That is the £156 contribution to the costs of working from home and the £52 set rate consumables allowance and the travel and subsistence expenses paid.  This brings it line with the reporting of the costs of care and personal assistance allowances.
Recommended: That the recommendations contained in the Annual Remuneration    Report 2026-27 together with the determinations in relation to Community and Town Councils be noted.
13. Work Programme  

The purpose of the report is to update Council on the Work Programme which will be reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning. 

	Date of Council
	Work Programme Items

	All Dates
	Standard Items Discussed Each Meeting

· County Councillor’s Report
· Budget Monitoring
· Bills for Payment
· Applications for Financial Assistance 
· Planning Applications
· Play Area
· Correspondence
· Reports of Meetings 
· Biodiversity 

	June
	· Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement and Internal Auditor’s Report
· Christmas Planning
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 

	September 
	· Standard Items of Business 

	November
	· Completion of Audit
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Draft Annual Report 

	January
	· To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept 
· Biodiversity Section 6 Report

	March
	· Renewal of Council’s Insurance
· Request for Late Cut of Verges
· Biodiversity Action Plan

	May Annual Meeting
	· Election of Chairperson
· Election of Vice-Chairperson
· Chairperson’s Report
· Annual Report
· Review of Training Plan
· Review of Asset Register
· Approval of Dates of Future Meetings
· Statement of Accounts 



Recommended:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

14. Applications for Financial Assistance 

The Council has received applications for funding from the following organisations:

Kids Cancer Charity – An application for financial assistance has been received from Kids Cancer Charity Information and Support Services which, since 1989 has supported children affected by cancer and their families, through play therapy, bereavement support and respite breaks.  The charity which is small is based in Swansea and helps families throughout the UK.  

The Council has previously declined to support previous requests for support from this charity on the grounds that it does not have a direct connection to Carmarthenshire.    

Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – The Council’s support has been requested towards the 2026 Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod.  The festival is a community-led initiative, supported by more than 600 volunteers, and 
each year we welcome around 4,000 competitors from across the world, alongside audiences of approximately 20,000 visitors throughout the week.  In addition to its cultural impact, the Eisteddfod generates an estimated £1.6 million in economic benefit for the region, supporting local businesses and strengthening the tourism profile of North East Wales.  The 2026 festival will take place from 7–12 July.  

The Council has previously declined to support previous requests for support on the grounds that its focus and benefits are in North East Wales. 

The Council’s budget to support applications for funding is £1,000 in 2026-27 and is yet to be committed.

Recommended: That the Council consider the requests for funding.  

15. Community Defibrillator Project

Council at its meeting on 2 March 2026 (minute no. 432 refers) authorised the Clerk to make an application to the Wind Farm for defibrillators to be sited in the Bwlch y Corn area as a preference and outside Myrddin Garden Machinery, Pontarsais. 
The Wind Farm has approved the application unconditionally for a defibrillator to be located outside Myrddin Garden Machinery in Pontarsais with grant funding received. Conditional approval has been received upon the Council securing the necessary consent to locate a defibrillator in the Bwlch y Corn area.  

Arrangements have been made with the Guardian who looks after the Council’s defibrillators for the Tenby and Saundersfoot Responders to fit the defibrillator outside Myrddin Garden Machinery in the week commencing 11 May 2026.  The Guardian and Clerk will then look at a suitable location for a defibrillator to be fitted in the Bwlch y Corn area.   

Recommended:  That the report be noted.  
  
16. Correspondence 

To receive correspondence from the following:  


Public Sector Network 

· February, March and April Newsletters

One Voice Wales  

· Manifesto 
· E-Bulletins
· Training Dates – March to June 2026 
· Y Llais Newsletters
· Carmarthenshire Area Committee Agenda and Meeting Papers– 15 April 2026 
· National Conference and Awards Ceremony - 1 July 2026 
· Free Training Places for Councillors
· Launch of the One Voice Wales Civility and Respect Pledge
· Criccieth Town Council Press Release on Radio 4 Open Country Broadcast

Carmarthenshire County Council  

· Temporary Road Closure - A485 Alltwalis SA32 7EB
· Temporary Road Closure - A484 Cwmduad SA33 6XR 
· Temporary Road Closure – U5552 Llanpumsaint 
· Temporary Road Closure - B4301 Bronwydd to Pontarsais SA33 6BE
· Temporary Road Closure C1250 Whitemill, SA32 7JL 
· Temporary Road Closure C1256 Whitemill, SA32 7JL
· Emergency Road Closure - C2049 from Abergwili to Rhydargaeau 
· Temporary Road Closure U5564 Llanllawddog SA32 7JH 
· Temporary Road Closure C1256 Whitemill, SA32 7HQ 
· Temporary Road Closure - A484 Bronwydd SA33 6HU  
· Town and Community Councils Update  
· Funding Opportunities

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service

· Wales Wildfire Board Wildfire Wise Advice  
· Launch of Year Long Campaign Marking 30 Years of Service 
· Dock Road, Port Talbot Fire Update
· Safe Havens Launched Across Mid and West Wales
· Calon Tân Magazine: Spring 2026

Planning Aid Wales

· Infrastructure Planning Event for Communities
· Joint Training Event with One Voice Wales 

Llais Cymru Health and Social Care

· Monthly Newsletters
Gallagher Insurance 

· Cyber Resilience Webinar  
· 2026 Risk Landscape Report 

Local Places for Nature    

· News Updates 
· The Heart of the Hedgerow
· Hedge Laying Experience Day
· Willow Tits at Llyn Llech Owain
· Orchard Day
· Nature Notes 

Corporate Joint Committee for South West Wales 

· Strategic Development Plan Draft Delivery Agreement 

PLANED    

· Churches and Chapels Funding Fair 25 March 2026 

Recommended: (1) That the correspondence received be noted;

 (2) That Members indicate any One Voice Wales training modules they wish to attend for approval by Council; 

 (3) That it be noted that Councillor Philip Hughes has been booked to attend the Biodiversity Training Modules 1 and 2 during May 2026 as part of the free training places initiative.      

17. Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Community Council.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk123412569]Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10520
	Rural enterprise development involving the retention and extension of a field shelter, retention of a polytunnel and compost toilet, installation of a solar array with invertor shed, and temporary siting of volunteer/visitor accommodation (Luton van and trailer unit) for three years 
	Cwm Caredig, Land adjacent to Cwmceir, Rhydargaeau SA32 7AP
	Full


  
[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]The following planning application has been determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council. 

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/10422
	Multi-purpose agricultural shed
	Ystradcorwg Isaf, Rhydargaeau SA32 7JA  
	Full Planning Permission
	Granted



18. Reports of meetings 

The Council has not been represented at meetings of outside bodies since the last meeting. 

A meeting of Community Councils affected by the Towy/Teifi, Towy/Usk & Vyrnwy Frankton projects will take place on 19 May 2026 convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council.   


Andrew Rees, Clerk to Llanllawddog Community Council    
