Items 4 to 18

Reports of the Clerk to 

Llanllawddog Community Council of 2 March 2026 

4. Report of the County Councillor 

To receive a verbal update from Abergwili Ward Councillor, Councillor Neil Lewis in relation to his Ward work.

5. Biodiversity Action Plan

Council at its meeting on 12 January 2026 approved the Section 6 Biodiversity Monitoring Report in accordance with the Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty (minute no. 410) refers.  Accordingly, the Section 6 Report has been forwarded to One Voice Wales which co-ordinates reports on behalf of the Welsh Government.  Additionally, a Biodiversity Section has been created on the Council’s website with the Section 6 Report being published.

It was also reported to the meeting on 12 January 2026 the requirement to produce a Biodiversity Action Plan.  The Clerk and Councillor Philip Hughes have drafted the Action Plan for consideration and approval by Council.  

Authorisation was sought at the meeting of 12 January 2026 to apply to One Voice Wales for a free Biodiversity Package to include Habitat Boxes for the play area and for bulbs for planting in the Autumn.  The Council has been informed that it has been successful in its application and has been awarded 5 Habitat Boxes, namely, 1 ladybird lodge; 3 Insect houses and 1 large Insect hotel.  

One Voice Wales Biodiversity Officer has advised that the area at the rear will offer plenty of bug habitat as long as it is enhanced with planting.  Adding some gaps/holes in the fencing at ground level would also open up the site and allow small mammals such as hedgehogs to move through.  The Biodiversity Officer recommends that the Council has the wildflower package in place of bulbs and look to seed the area at the rear of the play area to create an area to attract wildlife to the insect hotels.  The Biodiversity Officer has met with the Clerk and Councillor Hughes on site on 16 February 2026 as part of the grant criteria and to discuss at first hand the types of wildflowers appropriate for the area.  Further details on the most appropriate wildflowers and a detailed specification for the rear of the play area are awaited from the Biodiversity Officer.  

The County Council acting in their capacity under Section 45 of the Common Land Act 2006 to manage the land in the public interest, has applied for consent to install a fence along the edge of Mynydd Ystufflau Carm Common bordering the road.  The fence will be 950m long and include bridle and pedestrian gates for public access and field gates for livestock and machinery.  The application has been made to the Welsh Ministers and representations to the application to PEDW by 13 March 2026.   

The Council has approached the County Council in the last 2 springtime for the late cut of verges and which has been agreed to.  It is recommended that the request be made to the County Council for the continuance of late cuts to promote biodiversity. 

Recommended: (1) That Council approve the Biodiversity Action Plan and that it be kept under regular review;      

                             (2) That Council notes the award of the Biodiversity Package and consider the recommendations of the Biodiversity Officer for the area at the rear of the play area;

                             (3) That Council considers the application made by the County Council to install a fence to Mynydd Ystufllau Carn Common which borders the road; 
 
                             (4) That Council make a request to the County Council for the continuance of the late cut of verges to promote biodiversity and pollinators.   
      
6. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period 28 February 2026 

The Council holds a balance of £1,672.36 in its current account, and a balance of 
£14,878.71 in its savings account resulting in a total of £16,551.07. 

Attached is the spend profile for the financial year to date.   

Recommended: That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 28 February 2026.   
7. Renewal of Council’s Insurance
The Council has received notification of the renewal of its insurance policy from its brokers Gallaghers in the sum of £883.31, who have recommended the renewal of a policy with Hiscox Insurance Company Limited, who specialise in providing insurance policies to local councils and not for profit organisations. The premium in 2025-26 was £865.57 resulting in an increase in premium of £17.74.  
Recommended: That the Council’s insurance policy be renewed with Hiscox  Insurance Company Limited in the sum of £883.31. 
8. Bills for Payment
                               
The Council has the following liabilities for which approval is requested to make payments: 

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300143
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for January and February 2026 
	62.39

	300144
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for January and February 2026 
	796.13

	300145
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for January and February 2026 
	198.80

	300146
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Subscription for 2026
	116.00

	300147
	Cllr Nia Bowen
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300048
	Cllr Deborah Dean 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300049
	Cllr Elizabeth Gibbon 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300050
	Cllr Havard Hughes
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300051
	Cllr Philip Hughes
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300052
	Cllr Darrell Lewis 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300053
	Cllr Steven Mason
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300054
	Cllr Peter Williams
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300055
	Cllr Nia Bowen 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300056
	Councillor Deborah Dean
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300057
	Councillor Elizabeth Gibbon 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300058
	Councillor Havard Hughes
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300059
	Councillor Philip Hughes 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300060
	Councillor Darrell Lewis
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home 
	52

	300061
	Councillor Steven Mason
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300062
	Councillor Peter Williams 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300063
	Arthur J Gallagher Insurance Brokers Limited 
	Renewal of Insurance 2026-27
	883.31



Recommended: That the Council approve the above payments.   

9.  Development of Community Facilities

At its meeting on 12 January 2026 (minute no. 418), Council resolved to enquire about land for sale in Rhydargaeau for community facilities.  Enquiries were made by the Chairperson, but the estate agent confirmed the listing was an error and the land was not for sale.

Council also resolved at the meeting on 12 January 2026 to schedule a discussion on developing future public facilities. 

The Clerk met the Fund Manager of the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund at a funding surgery held on 28 January 2026 held in Llanllawddog to discuss the possibility of funding opportunities.  The Fund Manager informed that one of their consultants was in the process of approaching the management of Gwalia Garage to locate a mobile unit to meet with residents informally to get a feel for the types of facilities needed.   

The Fund Manager has appointed a consultant, funded by the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund, to support the Council with community engagement, capacity building, and evidence gathering of local needs. This support focuses on strengthening resident interaction and facilitates collaboration, including training, rather than formal consultation. The consultant will work closely with the Council, attend meetings, and propose forming a sub-group as a project team.

The consultant also offers a full-day workshop, “Community Development & Engagement: Moving from consultation to action through collaboration,” which covers engagement strategies, overcoming barriers, and creating actionable plans.

Recommended: (1) That Council considers setting up a sub-group to work with the    consultant;

(2) That the consultant be requested to run the Community Development & Engagement Workshop for the Council.      

10. Parc y Rhyd Play Area 

To report on an update on matters relating to the play area.   

11. Road Safety on the A485 and Requests for Re-surfacing   
 
The Council and County Councillor Lewis have been informed that a site meeting has been arranged to take place with Highways officers on 12 March 2026 to discuss physical measures to reduce vehicle speed on the A485.  The Highways Department has recently placed speed monitoring equipment in at least 3 locations on the A485.  It is hoped that the data will be available at the site meeting.  

A site meeting with Highways officers is scheduled for 12 March 2026 to discuss speed reduction measures on the A485.  Speed monitoring equipment has been installed at several locations, and data is expected to be available at the meeting.
The Roads Policing Unit has been requested to conduct additional enforcement during the morning rush hour and at nighttime. 

A request was made for resurfacing Llwyn yr Eos from Tiffany Lodge to the B4301 due to poor road conditions and numerous potholes. Temporary repairs will be carried out while permanent repairs are planned for April or sooner if possible.
Potholes on the unclassified road near the forest and common land were filled on 16 February 2026.

On 1 September 2025, Council supported a proposed Road Traffic Order to reduce the speed limit through Pontarsais from 50mph to 40mph, noting concerns about the rationale for changing speed limits. The County Council clarified that rationalisation refers to removing the 30mph section at Gwyddgrug and plans a future 50mph Speed Limit Order for the route. The County Council is appreciative of the Council’s support for introducing a 40mph limit through Pontarsais and the ongoing concerns raised regarding vehicle speeds along the A485. 
 

12. Public Footpaths   

Council at its meeting on 12 January 2026 received a verbal presentation by Rosie Carmichael of the Llanllawddog Walking Group on the findings of the survey of the 
ward’s Public Rights of Way (PROW).  Volunteers, trained by the Ramblers Association, completed the survey by the end of the year, with results submitted to the County Council and the Ramblers Association.

The Walking Group identified a 2.5 km circular route near Rhydargaeau, the ward’s largest settlement, suitable for promotion as a community walk.  The route primarily uses quiet roads and surfaced paths, making it accessible from Rhydargaeau.  The proposed walk begins on the side road to Bwlch y Corn chapel, turns towards Llety Tegan via Ffoshelyg, and follows council roads and designated PROW sections (27/25/2, 27/26/1, and 27/27/1).  The Walking Group has found that the Definitive Map and OS Map differ regarding the path’s position near Cwmceir, which should be reviewed by the Rights of Way Team as a potential irregularity. 
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This route offers significant community benefits, supporting the County Council’s statutory responsibilities and the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. It promotes health, equality, and cultural vibrancy, with much of the path accessible to mobility aids, though some sections remain challenging.  The project exemplifies collaboration between the Walking Group and the Community Council, fostering active lifestyles and social cohesion. 

To advance the proposal, it is recommended that CCC’s Public Rights of Way Team and Countryside Service engage with local stakeholders to address the single obstruction identified on the Definitive Map. Once resolved, the Community Council could promote the walk, through local events and social media. The removal of this obstruction would enable the creation of a valuable circular walk for Llanllawddog residents.  
The Walking Group has written to the Public Rights of Way Team and Countryside Service of the County Council to highlight the above issues.    

Issues on Footpaths numbered 27/25/2 and 27/26/1 have been reported by the Clerk to the Public Rights of Way Team and to date remain unresolved.   

Recommended:  That Council considers adopting the footpaths along the circular route to maintain and that it applies to the Rramblers seeking funding, once the obstructions have been resolved by the Public Rights of Way Team. 
   
13. Work Programme  

The purpose of the report is to update Council on the Work Programme which will be reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning. 

	Date of Council
	Work Programme Items

	All Dates
	Standard Items Discussed Each Meeting

· County Councillor’s Report
· Budget Monitoring
· Bills for Payment
· Applications for Financial Assistance 
· Planning Applications
· Play Area
· Correspondence
· Reports of Meetings 
· Biodiversity 

	June
	· Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement and Internal Auditor’s Report
· Christmas Planning
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 

	September 
	· Standard Items of Business 

	November
	· Completion of Audit
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Draft Annual Report 

	January
	· To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept 
· Biodiversity Section 6 Report

	March
	· Renewal of Council’s Insurance
· Request for Late Cut of Verges
· Biodiversity Action Plan

	May Annual Meeting
	· Election of Chairperson
· Election of Vice-Chairperson
· Chairperson’s Report
· Annual Report
· Review of Training Plan
· Review of Asset Register
· Approval of Dates of Future Meetings
· Statement of Accounts 



Recommended:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

14. Applications for Financial Assistance 

The Council has received applications for funding from the following organisations:

Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal - The Council’s support has been requested towards the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2026.  The appeal raises funds to deliver vital end of life care and to support their families.  All money donated supports the local Marie Curie nurses, benefitting patients and their families locally. The Council at its meeting on 12 May 2025 supported the Appeal by awarding the sum of £100 (minute no. 338 refers).  

Carmarthenshire Young Farmers Club – The Council’s support has been requested towards supporting the work of the Young Farmers Movement at County level. The clubs are located all over Carmarthenshire and are available and welcome to any young person between the ages of 10-28 years to attend. All the club leaders are voluntary and give their services free of charge for the benefit not only of the young people but also their community. At present Carmarthenshire Young Farmers Club have around 150 club leaders.  In 2025, the Movement attracted 751 members to join in its activities and supporting its members to reach their full potential.   

The Council’s budget to support applications for funding is £1,000 in 2025-26 of which £220 has yet to be committed.

Recommended: That the Council consider the requests for funding.  

15. Community Defibrillator Project

Councillor Philip Hughes has cleaned the glasswork and has fixed the stickers at the former telephone kiosk, which houses the defibrillator at Dan y Capel, Rhydargaeau to clearly denote that it is a defibrillator.  
Arrangements will be made with the Family Foundation to provide defibrillator training for the Springtime during the lighter evenings.   

Almost two years has elapsed since the Council last applied to the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund, which was located at Clos y Fedw, Rhydargaeau.  Now would be the opportune time to add to the Council’s defibrillators by looking at locating one north of Pontarsais on the A485 at one of the laybys in one of the following locations:

· At the bus stop north of the turning to the Llanllawddog Church and Hall
· Layby further up the A485 southbound
· At the bus stop near to Derlwyn Farm

Consent from the Highways Department to locate a defibrillator at a layby would need to be sought to site a defibrillator.   

Recommended:  That Council consider a location for a defibrillator in Pontarsais and make an application to the Brechfa Wind Farm for a defibrillator.    

16. Correspondence 

To receive correspondence from the following:  

Public Sector Network 

· January Newsletter

One Voice Wales  

· A New Year Message from the Chief Executive 
· Copyright and Participating in Webinars Practice Development Notes
· Carmarthenshire Area Committee Agenda and Meeting Papers– 27 January 2026
· AGM – 21 January 2026 
· RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch – 23 – 25 January 2026
· Joint One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales Event
· E-Bulletins 
· Training Dates – January to March 2026 
· National Awards

Carmarthenshire County Council  

· Temporary Road Closure - A484, Bronwydd to Gwili Railway
· Temporary Road Closure – U5552 Llanpumsaint 
· Temporary Road Closure - Cwmduad SA33 6XR
· Temporary Road Closure – C1250 Rhydargaeau
· Temporary Road Closure – C1317 Llanllawddog 
· Temporary Road Closure – Pentremawr Road, Llanllawddog SA32 7DS 
· Temporary Road Closure - A485 Alltwalis SA32 7EB
· Emergency Road Closure - C1301 Llanpumsaint to Bancyffordd 
· Commons Act 2006 – Section 38 - Application for consent to construct works on common land 
· Budget Consultation
· Communities for Work Event – 4 February 2026
· Town and Community Councils Update  


Welsh Government

· Public Appointments 
· Older People’s Commissioner Newsletters
· Galw Trefi Cymru
· Democracy and Boundary Commission - Review of Electoral Arrangements - Notice of Final Recommendations Publication 

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service

· Bag it and Bank it – Donate Unwanted Clothing this January
· Time to Book a Chimney Sweep Campaign 
· Register My Appliance Week  

Planning Aid Wales

· Forthcoming Events
· Latest Training  
· Latest Network Event
· Latest Joint Network Event
· Network Event

Llais Cymru Health and Social Care

· Monthly Newsletter

Dyfed Powys Police

· St David’s Day Conference – Policing in a Digital Age
· Police and Crime Commissioner’s E-Bulletin 

Gallagher Insurance 

· Community Matters Newsletter  

Hywel Dda University Health Board  

· Supporting Our Research on Digital Exclusion – Interviews, Focus Groups & Survey 
· Health Board to decide on future model for nine clinical services
· Have Your Say on Local Community Pharmacy Services 
· Health Board decides on future model of care for Clinical Services Plan

LPIP Rural Wales    

· Bring Your Community Together Through Food   



Carmarthen Town Council   

· Invitation to St David’s Day Parade     

Local Places for Nature    

· News Updates 
· Big Garden Birdwatch  

Age Concern 

· Climate Conversations Event – 12 February 2026  

Victim Support

· The Financial Impact of Hate Crime (Pilot session) Disability History Month 

Ethnic Minorities and Youth Support Team Wales 

· Why Should I Vote? – An Ethnic Minority Perspective Webinar 10 February Newsletter 

Corporate Joint Committee for South West Wales 

· Consultation on the Strategic Development Plan Draft Delivery Agreement 

Keep Wales Tidy

· Bigbelly Smart Waste Management System

Bwyd Sir Gâr Food 

· Climate Conversations Event 28 February 2025

Recommended: (1) That the correspondence received be noted;

 (2) That Members indicate any One Voice Wales training modules they wish to attend for approval by Council.    

17. Planning Applications 

The following planning applications have been received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Community Council.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk123412569]Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10251  
	Reserved Matters to Outline PL/03898 (Erection of a local needs dwelling and associated works)
	Tiffany Lodge, Rhydargaeau SA33 6BL  
	Approval of Reserved Matters

	PL/10422   
	Multi-purpose agricultural shed
	Ystradcorwg Isaf, Rhydargaeau SA32 7JA  
	Full Planning Permission


  
[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]There have been no planning applications determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council. 

18. Reports of meetings 

The Council has been represented at the following meetings:

· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 13 January and 17 February 2026

The Council was represented at meetings of Community Councils affected by Green GEN Cymru’s Pylons and Wind Turbines proposal convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council by Councillor Havard Hughes.  At those meetings the Councils represented considered that a letter be sent by member Councils to One Voice Wales highlighting concerns at the number of renewable energy projects planned in rural Wales.  A copy of the letter drafted by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council is appended for Council’s consideration.  

· Town and Community Council Forum – 27 January 2026

The Council was represented at the Forum by the Clerk wherein the Head of Finance delivered a presentation on the County Council’s budget proposals for 2026-27.   

· One Voice Wales Carmarthenshire Area Committee – 27 January 2026

The Council was represented at the Area Committee by the Vice-Chairperson and the Clerk.  
Recommended: That Council considers whether it wishes to submit to One Voice Wales the letter drafted by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council.   


Andrew Rees, Clerk to Llanllawddog Community Council    
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