Items 4 to 17

Reports of the Clerk to 

Llanllawddog Community Council of 5 January 2026 

4. Survey of Footpaths by Llanllawddog Walking Group

In the past 12 months a walking group has been established in Llanllawddog.  The walking group is led by an Ecologist who lives locally.  Since the inception of the walking group its participants have been surveying the footpaths in the Council’s area.  The Group has now concluded its survey of footpaths and will be attending the meeting to present their findings.  

5. Report of the County Councillor 

To receive a verbal update from Abergwili Ward Councillor, Councillor Neil Lewis in relation to his Ward work.

6. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period 31 December 2025  

The Council holds a balance of £3,482.24 in its current account, and a balance of 
£14,797.16 in its savings account resulting in a total of £18,279.40. 

The Council has been notified by its bank that its charges will increase from £6.00 per month to £7.00 per month with effect from 1 February 2026.     

Attached is the spend profile for the financial year to date.   

Recommended: That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 31 December 2025.   

7. To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept for 2026-27 – See separate report

8. Bills for Payment
                               
The Council has the following liabilities for which approval is requested to make payments: 

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300135
	Llanllawddog Church Hall
	Hire of Church Hall – September and November 2025 
	80.00

	300136
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for November and December 2025
	91.79

	300137
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for November and December 2025 
	796.13

	300138
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for November and December 2025 
	198.80

	300139
	Vision ICT Limited
	Website Hosting and Support
	163.50



Recommended: That the Council approve the above payments.   

9. Parc y Rhyd Play Area 

To report on an update on matters relating to the play area.   

10. Road Safety on the A485 and Requests for Re-surfacing   
 
The Council has been advised by Dyfed Powys Police that its Roads Policing Unit has partnered with the Fire Service and officers from South Wales Police and undertook an enforcement operation on 28 November 2025.  This was as a result of requests by the Council and County Councillor Lewis to attend Rhydargaeau following ongoing concerns regarding speeding.  The operation known as Operation Atal is a joint-partnership operation to target specific areas of speeding concerns for driver engagement and education.  Officers spent 40 minutes in Rhydargaeau whereby 110 cars passed however no vehicles were identified in excess of the 20mph speed limit. 
 
As officers were leaving some cars were witnessed to be exceeding the limit and they were stopped and spoken to, however due to the evidential equipment being put away, officers were unable to prosecute them.  The motorists were spoken to and given words of advice.  

The Roads Policing Sergeant has advised that although 40 minutes may seem a short amount of time, it is found that after this sort of timeframe, the Police presence is so telegraphed, that it loses its effectiveness.  During the Operation, 3 local residents approached officers and were supportive of their presence in the area.  A number of breathalyser tests were also conducted on drivers as part of the current drink/drug drive campaigns.
 
The Roads Policing Sergeant has advised that they will aim to try another period of attendance at the location, possibly in the evening time.  It was noted that the Rhydargaeau does not lend itself well as a safe location for pulling people in and engaging with drivers due to the lack of suitable/safe locations such as lay-bys and given that the bus stops are operational. 
The Roads Policing Sergeant has advised that the operation was considered a good outcome as there were limited offences but could not evidence speeding given the Council’s and residents ongoing concerns.  By attending at different times of day, the police hope to identify the more pressing times and look to resolve this issue going forward.  

The Clerk and County Councillor have requested the Roads Policing Sergeant to carry out further enforcement at nighttime and during the morning rush hour.  Further requests have also been made to the Highways Department for progress to be made on a site meeting to discuss the implementation of physical measures to slow the speed of traffic down. 

Further to minute no. 389 of Council of 3 November 2025, requests have been made to the County to resurface the road at Yetgoch and from Llwyn yr Eos Farm to its junction leading towards Llanpumsaint.       
  
11. Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty – Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016   

The Section 6 Biodiversity Duty requires each Council to prepare and submit 
a Section 6 Monitoring Report to Welsh Government every 3 years 
commencing in 2019.  The report must outline what it has done to comply with 
the Biodiversity Duty.  The Biodiversity Duty should be considered against the six objectives of the Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales: 

1) Engage and support participation and understanding to embed 
biodiversity throughout decision making at all levels
2) Safeguard species and habitats of principal importance and improve 
their management
3) Increase the resilience of our natural environment by restoring 
degraded habitats and habitat creation
4) Tackle key pressures on species and habitats
5)  Improve our evidence, understanding and monitoring  
6) Put in place a framework of governance and support for delivery.
 
The Biodiversity Report must be published by 31 December 2025, although One Voice Wales has some flexibility with regard to its submission.  The Clerk has recently attended a One Voice Wales Workshop which focused on the drafting of the Biodiversity Report so that it is fully compliant with Section 6 of the Act.  

The Council’s Section 6 Biodiversity Report 2025 is outlined and appended to this report.   
 
The Community Council is also required under Section 6 to produce a Biodiversity Action Plan, and it is recommended that the Council approve that Plan at its meeting in March 2026.  The Clerk will be attending training delivered by One Voice Wales on the drafting of a Biodiversity Action Plan being held on 6 January 2026.    

One Voice Wales is offering the opportunity to Community Councils to apply for a free Biodiversity Package.  It is recommended that the Council apply for Habitat Boxes for the play area which can also be placed in other areas within the community and for bulbs for planting in Autumn 2026.  As part of the application process the Council will need to provide the following information:

•	Photos of the site 
•	Proof of land ownership/lease/permission
•	Letter/s of support from volunteer group/s
•	Confirmation of the Council’s commitment to apply, install and maintain the package awarded.
•	A signed grant agreement.

Recommended: 1) That the Section 6 - Biodiversity Report 2025 as appended be approved, published and sent to One Voice Wales which co-ordinates reports on behalf of the Welsh Government.
                           2) That a Biodiversity Action Plan be drafted, for consideration and approval by Council at its meeting in March 2026.    
                             3) That the Clerk be authorised to submit a grant application to One Voice Wales for a free Biodiversity package. 

12. Work Programme  

The purpose of the report is to update Council on the Work Programme which will be reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning. 

	Date of Council
	Work Programme Items

	All Dates
	Standard Items Discussed Each Meeting

· County Councillor’s Report
· Budget Monitoring
· Bills for Payment
· Applications for Financial Assistance 
· Planning Applications
· Play Area
· Correspondence
· Reports of Meetings 

	June
	· Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement and Internal Auditor’s Report
· Christmas Planning
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 

	September 
	· Standard Items of Business 

	November
	· Completion of Audit
· Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Draft Annual Report 

	January
	· To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept 
· Biodiversity Section 6 Report

	March
	· Renewal of Council’s Insurance
· Request for Late Cut of Verges
· Biodiversity Action Plan

	May Annual Meeting
	· Election of Chairperson
· Election of Vice-Chairperson
· Chairperson’s Report
· Annual Report
· Review of Training Plan
· Review of Asset Register
· Approval of Dates of Future Meetings
· Statement of Accounts 



Recommended:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

13. Applications for Financial Assistance 

The Council has received applications for funding from the following organisations:

Urdd National Eisteddfod Ynys Môn 2026 – A request has been received from the National Urdd Eisteddfod which will be visiting Ynys Môn in 2026, welcoming children and young people from all over Wales after months of competing at local and regional Eisteddfodau.  As a charity, the Urdd is more dependent than ever on the donations from Town and Community Councils who can support cultural opportunities for children and young people within their region.

The Urdd Eisteddfod holds over 250 local and regional Eisteddfodau in every community in Wales, with over 90,000 children competing annually.  Of these competitors, 15,000 will be invited to the final round at the National Urdd Eisteddfod to perform on one of the festival’s main stages, as well as on S4C and BBC Radio Cymru.

To sustain the local Eisteddfodau and a successful national festival, the Urdd is dependent on the support of individuals, organisations and institutions on a local and national level.  Without local support, it would not be possible for the Eisteddfod to stage the event in its current form.  Support is paramount to its success both practical and financial.  The Urdd Eisteddfod in 2026 will cost over £2.4million.  The Urdd is requesting the Council’s support for a financial contribution to assist the local appeal committee to ensure the success of the Urdd National Eisteddfod in 2026 and support local children who will represent the community on the national stage.

The Council at its meeting on 11 November 2024 received a similar request from Urdd Gobaith Cymru for the Eisteddfod yr Urdd Dur a Môr 2025 but declined to support (minute no. 264 refers).  

Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund for All Appeal – The Council’s support has been requested towards supporting the Urdd movement’s Fund for All Appeal.  The aim of the appeal is to offer 1000 places to give disadvantaged children and young people in Wales a summer holiday in 2026 at one its summer camps.  In 2025, 500 disadvantaged children and young people enjoyed their first holiday away from home.      

The Council has previously supported the organisation’s Fund for All and at its meeting on 6 January 2025 supported the organisation in the sum of £130 (minute no. 281 refers).

The Council’s budget to support applications for funding is £1,000 in 2025-26 of which £350 has yet to be committed.

Recommended: That the Council consider the requests for funding.  

14. Community Defibrillator Project

Arrangements will need to be made to clean the glasswork at the former telephone kiosk, once this has been done the consultant who monitors the defibrillators for the Council can obtain stickers and has recommended three each of the of two types of stickers (one image shown below) to be displayed on the former telephone kiosk.  The cost of the signs are £3.00 as per the image below and £3.64 each for longer signs to obscure the telephone kiosk wording at the top of the glasswork.    

[image: A green sign with a heart and a cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] 

Arrangements will be made with the Family Foundation to provide defibrillator training for the Springtime during the lighter evenings.   

Recommended:  That the Clerk be authorised to purchase three each of the of two types of stickers from Viking Safety Sign Supplies as recommended by the consultant. 

15. Correspondence 

To receive correspondence from the following:  

Public Sector Network 

· November and December Newsletters

One Voice Wales  

· Practice Development Notes – Annual Meetings
· Practice Development Notes – Member Induction
· E-Bulletins
· Y Llais – The Voice Bulletin
· Free Councillor Training
· Annual General Meeting – 21 January 2026
· Training Dates – December to March 2026
· Free Biodiversity Packages
· Christmas Greetings 
· Website
· Joint Event One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales
· Christmas Shut Down

Carmarthenshire County Council  

· Temporary Road Closure - U2098, Pencerrig Road, Peniel
· Temporary Road Closure – C1301 Llanpumsaint to Bancyffordd 
· Temporary Road Closure - U5552, Llanpumsaint – Cancellation 
· Emergency Road Closure - A484, Cynwyl Elfed
· Emergency Road Closure - C1305, Pencader, Garreghir 
· Emergency Road Closure - A484, Bronwydd to Gwili Railway
· Bureau Newsletters
· Town and Community Councils Update 
· Funding Opportunities
· Christmas Greetings from the Chief Executive and Leader
· Christmas Greetings from the Pride in Your Patch Team

Welsh Government

· Ystadau Cymru Conference 
· Consultation on the changes to local government elections rules in Wales 
· Local Resolution Protocol Workshop
· Section 137 Discretionary Expenditure Limit
· Managing EV Charging & Lithium Battery Safety: A Brief Guide for Estate Managers: October 2025
· Senedd Cymru (Disqualification) Order 2025 - Notification of Order Being Made

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service

· International Control Room Week
· Flooding Safety Advice
· Flooding Response – Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service Declares Major Incident
· Long Service and Good Conduct Awards 2025
· Charity Funding
· Carol Service
· On-Call Improvement Programme Awarded Project of the Year Award at the Excellence in Fire and Emergency Awards 2025
· Keep Safe this Christmas with #ServiceSquirrel’s 12 Festive Tips!
· Unveiling of Wildfire Plan After Landmark Engagement Process
· Appointment of New Chief Fire Officer
· Calon Tân - Yearly Roundup Highlights 2025

Planning Aid Wales

· Latest News 

Llais Cymru Health and Social Care

· Monthly Newsletters

Dyfed Powys Police

· Police and Crime Commissioner’s E-Bulletins 
· DPP Connects Service
· Have Your Say on the Future of Policing
· 2026/2027 Police Precept Consultation

Gallagher Insurance 

· Winter Newsletter
· Christmas Greetings

Hywel Dda University Health Board  

· Clinical Services Plan: Conscientious Consideration of Feedback - Town and Community Council Session
· Stakeholder Group Meeting
· Clinical Services Plan: Conscientious Consideration

Dolen Community Transport   

· Latest News Update  

Wales Regional Energy  

· Strategic Plans Consultation    

Letters of Thanks  

· Urdd Gobaith Cymru
· Tywi Gateway Trust
· Wales Air Ambulance 

Coleg Sir Gâr

· Net Zero Training 

Victim Support

· Disability History Month
· Young People & Hate in Wales 2026 

The Circuit

· Newsletter 

Corporate Joint Committee for South West Wales 

· Informal Specific Consultee Consultation – Timetable for Draft Delivery Agreement

Recommended: (1) That the correspondence received be noted;

 (2) That Members indicate any One Voice Wales training modules they wish to attend for approval by Council.   

16. Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Community Council.  This application was not subject to consultation as it is a Prior Notification application and subsequently determined.

	[bookmark: _Hlk123412569]Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10292 
	Wooden Static Field Shelters
	Y Bedw, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Prior notification: Building (agricultural / forestry)


  
[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]The following planning applications have been determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council. 

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/09345
	Proposed local needs dwelling and associated works
	Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Full Planning Permission
	Granted

	PL/10292
	Wooden Static Field Shelters
	Y Bedw, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Prior notification: Building (agricultural / forestry)
	Prior Approval Granted



Planning application PL/09345 made by Councillor Nia Bowen and her family has been approved by the County Council.  As all Members of the Council including the Clerk know the applicant, all Members will be advised at the meeting for transparency to declare an interest.  Councillor Bowen will be required to declare an interest as the applicant and will be advised to leave the meeting at that point.  As was the practice at the meeting of Council on 30 June 2025 when it was consulted on the application (minute no. 360 refers).     
   
17. Reports of meetings 

The Council has been represented at the following meetings:

· [bookmark: _Hlk205998318]One Voice Wales Workshop on Section 6 Biodiversity Requirement – 4 November 2025

The Clerk attended a One Voice Wales Workshop on the Section 6 Biodiversity requirement which has enabled the drafting of the Section 6 Biodiversity report reported earlier in the agenda.

· [bookmark: _Hlk212124501]Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder Group – 13 November 2025

A meeting of the Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder Group was attended by Councillor Havard Hughes who raised the issue of digital accessibility in terms of what happens in Rhydargaeau and Llanllawddog during general during power outages as the phones go down with the mast connected to the local grid.  The Health Board will go back to Councillor Hughes on this issue.  An NHS app is planned for introduction soon; a similar app is already in use in England.  

· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 1 December 2025

The Council was represented at a meeting of Community Councils affected by Green GEN Cymru’s Pylons and Wind Turbines proposal convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council by Councillor Havard Hughes.      

The Council will be represented at the following events: 

· One Voice Wales Biodiversity Action Plan Training – 6 January 2026 

· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 12 January 2026 


Andrew Rees, Clerk to Llanllawddog Community Council    
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