CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 29 June 2026 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor Steven Mason (Chairman) presiding

Councillors: Nia Bowen, Deborah Deam (attending remotely), Havard Hughes and   Philip Hughes.    

County Councillor Neil Lewis.   

Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees 
                        
472. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Beth Gibbon, Darrell Lewis and Peter Williams.    

The Clerk informed Council that Councillor Williams’ brother had passed away.  Council requested the Clerk send a sympathy card to Councillor Williams.   

473. Declarations of interest

        There were no Declarations of Interest. 
                
474. Minutes of Previous Meetings 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 11 May, the minutes of the meeting of 11 May and the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 20 May 2026 be approved and signed as a correct record.   

475. Report of the County Councillor 

County Councillor Lewis informed Council that the Highways Officer had walked the A485 as part of the topographical survey.  He had received an email from the Service Manager apologising for the delays in responses from the department.  It was envisaged that a road safety scheme would be drawn up by mid-July. 

Councillor Bowen stated that the speed limiter on the southbound direction of the A485 on entering Rhydargaeau was not working.  The Clerk stated that he would report the matter to the County Council.   

476. Biodiversity Update

The Clerk reported that the Biodiversity Sub-Group which comprises Councillors Bowen. P Hughes and Mason supported by the Clerk met on 1 June 2026 to progress actions within the adopted Biodiversity Action Plan.  Actions arising from the meeting were that the Clerk progress chase a site meeting with Carmarthenshire County Council on their proposals for Mynydd Ystufflau Corn Common.  In response the Conservation Project Officer has advised the application remains with the Planning Inspectorate for determination and once a decision has been made, a site meeting will be arranged.  Secondly, the Clerk was requested to obtain costings from Vision ICT costings to provide an additional tab on the landing page of the website for Biodiversity.  The Clerk advised that he had added an additional Biodiversity tab to the Council’s website without expense to the Council, where the Biodiversity Action Plan and Section 6 Report are published. 

Thirdly, One Voice Wales be approached to consider an application for fruit trees from the 2026-27 rounds of biodiversity packages.  The fruit trees could be located on the grassy bank along the A485 adjacent to the bus stop in Rhydargaeau.  Consent of the County Council would be required for their planting.  The Clerk informed Council that One Voice Wales has subsequently offered the Council bulbs from within the 2026-27 biodiversity package which was applied for in the 2025-26 round.  

The Clerk reported that the Council’s attention has been drawn to a large number of overhanging branches over the pavement from a residence in Rhydargaeau.  The Clerk has been requested to refer the matter to the County Council.  

The Biodiversity Sub-Group noted that the County Council used 3,000 litres of glyphosate, costing £106,000, in 2024. The County Council confirmed that Llanllawddog herbicide use is limited to necessary treatment of hard surfaces, including the A485 and nearby residential areas in Rhydargaeau and kerbed footways towards Alltwalis.  A pesticide reduction plan is in place, but local costs are not recorded.

Herbicide is applied selectively to visible weeds on urban hard surfaces to prevent hazards, blocked drains and damage. Low-volume, low-drift methods reduce environmental impact; rural verges, habitats and wildflower areas are not blanket sprayed. Verges are managed separately for safety and biodiversity, with mapped “Late Cut Verges” left uncut where safe to do so.

Integrated Weed Management reduces herbicide use through prevention, suppression and targeted control while maintaining highway safety. Community-led manual weeding is supported, but weeds must be fully removed where safety or infrastructure is affected.

The County Council has drawn the Council’s attention to a residents’ group in Laugharne which runs an expanding manual-weeding programme.  Such schemes require sustained work, while visible weeds often prompt complaints and can affect public confidence and visitor experience.  The Highway Services Manager invited community proposals to help manage weeds and reduce herbicide use.

Councillor P Hughes stated that he would post on Facebook about the agreed annual late cutting of verges.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk request a copy of the County Council’s Pesticide Reduction Plan. 

477. Report on Community Engagement and Communication 

The Clerk reported that following a presentation by Bryony Whiffen at its meeting on 11 May 2026 on community engagement report, the Consultant had provided a summary report which proposed gathering evidence on residents’ community connections, existing activities, unmet needs and interest in a sustainable community hub or additional local activities, including likely users, supporters, volunteers, resources and funding.

The Consultant recommended a proportionate engagement programme using an MS Forms survey, posters and paper copies, social media, schools, direct contact with local groups, leaflets and an accessible community session.  The Consultant had also recommended mapping of existing facilities and activities with findings published in a brief “what we heard” report.

The Clerk also reported that the Consultant had recommended consulting residents across the area before pursuing a community hub, additional community activity or stronger local communication, as evidence to support grant applications.  The Consultant was able to offer Brechfa-funded support to deliver this engagement.

The Chairperson stated that there was at present very little engagement by the Council with the community and vice-versa in that very few members of the public attend meetings of the Council.  

Council considered that a starting point for community engagement should take the form of a leaflet drop to include a survey which would also be accessible via a QR code to nurture greater community involvement.  Gwalia Garage could be asked to have a supply of leaflets for residents to pick up as was the case with previous newsletters on the development of the play area.  The leaflet would explain the Council’s role and its remit and gather the thoughts of residents on what they would like to see the Council do.  Information on existing activities could be displayed on the Council’s noticeboards and Facebook page.  The Council also considered that photographs of all Council Members could be added to the contact details which are already displayed on the noticeboards.  

It was noted that One Voice Wales offers a training module in Community Engagement.  

RESOLVED: (1) That the Consultant’s advice be sought on the wording and content of a survey of community engagement with residents to be developed using MS Forms for a leaflet drop to residents and to include a QR code for residents to complete online;

                              (2)  That the Council look at having a presence at Church Hall fairs and having promotional banners designed for use at events.      
478. Completion of Audit 2024-25

The Clerk reported that the Council has received a qualified report from Audit Wales for the audit of accounts in 2024-25.  The appropriate Notices have been published on the Council’s website and Noticeboards.  

The audit has been qualified on the grounds that the Auditor is unable to conclude whether or not the Annual Governance Statement is consistent with the Council’s internal controls and governance arrangements for the year.  The Clerk informed Council that he has written to Audit Wales seeking clarification for the qualification of the audit.    

In relation to Assertion 6: The Council has not provided evidence that it calculated its budget requirement in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and that the precept has been set in line with the budget.  The Act requires the Council to take into account its income and level of reserves when setting the requirement.  Wales Audit has responded that the information in relation to setting the budget and precept was available at audit and that had this been taken into account, would have led to a different audit conclusion. 

In relation to Assertion 7: The Council has not recorded approval of four out of five material payments tested at audit.  The Auditor was therefore unable to conclude whether or not the Council operated an adequate and effective system of internal control in relation to the following payments.

Arthur J Gallagher Insurance £865.57 
Signs of Cheshire £1,056.00  
Tenby and Saundersfoot First Responders £1,395
WeDo Finance Limited £11,310.42

The Clerk stated that he had provided clarification to Audit Wales on the above payments made by the Council and a further response was awaited from Audit Wales following clarification of those payments. 

The Clerk also reported that the Auditor has also drawn the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect the audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  In that each year the Council is sent an audit notice that sets out the information Audit Wales need to complete the audit.  Failure to provide this information may lead to a qualified audit opinion and potentially an increased audit fee.  Audit Wales has recommended that the Council reviews the annual audit notice to ensure that all required information is provided on a timely basis.  The Clerk reported that he had delivered a lever arch file to Audit Wales Cardiff office which contained the information required under the audit notice on the very first day in August files were expected from Town and Community Councils.  He stated that he had informed Audit Wales that when further information was sought by Audit Wales in February 2026, je had provided this information by return and without delay.

The Clerk further reported that he had drawn Audit Wales attention to grammatical / typographical errors within the Auditor General’s Report and Opinion.  The Clerk informed Council that as the Auditor General’s Report and Opinion is required to be displayed publicly and on the Council’s website, as a minimum the English used needed to be grammatically correct and free of typographical errors.  The Clerk has informed Audit Wales that publishing the Auditor General’s Report and Opinion will be delayed until those grammatical / typographical errors have been corrected and returned.  He stated that Audit Wales will correct the typos on conclusion of the review.  A A further response was awaited from Audit Wales.  

RESOLVED:  That Council reviewed the Auditor General’s Report and Audit opinion together with the recommendations contained therein in relation to the Assertions highlighted and Information Required for Audit reviewing the annual audit notice.      
  
479. Accounting Statement 2025-26 and Annual Governance Statement  

The Clerk reported that Audit Wales has provided templates for the Accounting Statement 2025-26 and Annual Governance Statement, to be approved by 30 June 2026.

The Clerk also reported that, at its Annual Meeting on 11 May 2026, Council approved the Financial Statement and unaudited accounts for the year ending 31 March 2026 (Minute No. 442 refers), before Internal Audit.  The Financial Statement, Accounting Statement 2025-26 and Annual Governance Statement had since been audited and were presented for approval.  The Internal Auditor raised no matters for Council’s attention.

Authorisation was sought to pay the Internal Auditor’s £120 fee.

RESOLVED: (1) That the Accounting Statement 2025-26 and Annual Governance Statement be approved;  

(2) That the Chairperson and Clerk be authorised to sign the Accounting Statement 2025-26 and Annual Governance Statement for submission to Audit Wales; 

        (3) That payment of the Internal Auditor’s fee of £120 be approved.

480. Budget monitoring relative to the period ending 30 June 2026  

The Clerk reported that the Council held a balance of £1,333.29 in its current account and a balance of £11,950.50 in its savings account resulting in the Council’s resources being £13,283.70 as at 30 June 2026.  He stated that as the Council’s liabilities to be approved at this meeting exceeded the balance in the current account, authorisation was sought to transfer the sum of £1,000 from the Savings Account to the Current Account.  

He also reported on the spend profile in 2026-27 to date.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Council noted the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 30 June 2026;

                       (2) That Council approved a transfer of £1,000 from the Savings Account to the Current Account to meet the liabilities which the Council has.   
                            
481. Bills for Payment  

The Clerk reported on the following liabilities and sought approval for their payment.    

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300175
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for May and June 2026 
	28.95

	300176
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for May and June 2026 
	809.38

	300177
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for May and June 2026  
	202.20

	300178
	Councillor Steven Mason
	Purchase of Fencing and Posts for Play Area
	184.59 


	300179
	Llinos Humphreys  
	Internal Auditor’s Fee for 2025-26 
	120.00



RESOLVED:  That the above payments be approved.      

482. Parc y Rhyd Play Area  
 
The Clerk reported that Sovereign Play will be returning to the play area in the week commencing 22 June 2026 to examine the loose stainless-steel post on the nest swing reported for their attention.  

The Chairperson stated that he and Councillor P Hughes would shortly be installing the noticeboard at the play area.  

483. Road Safety on the A485 

Councillor Dean drew the Council’s attention to a recent installation of speed humps in Llangain.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Clerk contact Llangain Community Council to establish the costs of installing speed humps and the rationale for their installation; 

(2) That the Clerk write to the Service manager, Road Traffic Manager, Cabinet if there is no progress made with detailed designs and costs for traffic calming measures.    

484. Public Footpaths 

The Clerk reported that he had met the County Council’s Rights of Way Project Officer to discuss a potential Wind Farm funding application to reopen obstructed public footpaths.  Funding could cover new gates and sleeper bridges.  Using the Walking Group’s survey, the Project Officer will cost the work, which the County Rangers Team would undertake.  As its 2026–27 programme is committed, the work may be delayed until 2027–28, although some could be completed in 2026–27.

He stated that prior to any work commencing, the County’s Countryside Access Officer must contact landowners where paths are blocked.  The Clerk informed Council that the Countryside Access Officer was encountering difficulty with getting a response from the landowners following a site visit whereby footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1 in Rhydargaeau were walked by the Chairperson, the Clerk and Countryside Access Officer.  The Clerk stated that he would progress chase a response from the Countryside Access Officer.
 
The Clerk also reported that the County Council has a programme whereby it can lend power tools to trained volunteers to clear paths.

The Chairperson expressed a preference for concentrating firstly on making footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1 in Rhydargaeau accessible thereby creating two circular walks, subject to landowners’ consent being forthcoming.

Councillor Bowen stated that better signage of the footpaths was needed for walkers to identify the footpaths and avoid farms.  The Clerk stated that he had a supply of waymark discs.  Councillor Bowen drew Council’s attention to a snip and stroll initiative by the Ramblers.

RESOLVED:  (1) That footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1 in Rhydargaeau be prioritised to create circular walks and this be conveyed to the Project Officer to look at what work would be required along with indicative costings;

 (2) That the Clerk contact the Ramblers regarding its snip and  stroll initiative.      

485. Work Programme  

The Clerk reported on the Work Programme which was being reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning.

RESOLVED:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted and that the Council erect its three remaining Christmas signs at the start of December. 

486. Community Defibrillator Project

The Clerk reported that the new defibrillator was installed outside Myrddin Garden Centre, Pontarsais, on 20 May 2026 and registered on The Circuit, used by the Welsh Ambulance Service. 

He stated that after installation, the Chairperson, Clerk, Council defibrillator guardian Adrian Munday, and supplier and installer Tony Wall of Tenby and Saundersfoot Responders surveyed Bwlch y Corn for a site for the Wind Farm-funded defibrillator.  They identified the boundary wall of Y Llwyn.  The owner, Carmarthenshire’s Area Coordinator for First Responders, agreed to host the device and serve as an additional guardian.  The Clerk stated that he has notified the Fund Manager and requested unconditional approval and requested authority to make payment of £1,495.00 for the defibrillator to be located on the boundary wall of Y Llwyn following receipt of grant funding to enable installation of the defibrillator without delay.

RESOLVED:  That the location of the defibrillator on the external boundary wall of Y Llwyn be noted and the Clerk be authorised to make payment of £1,495.00 for the defibrillator to be located on the boundary wall of Y Llwyn following receipt of grant funding to enable installation of the defibrillator without delay.
 
487. Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru Research 

The Clerk reported that the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru is surveying Town and Community Councils views on council size and structure according to varying local circumstances.  He stated that the online questionnaire covered council areas and Councillor experiences.  Feedback will inform recommendations on a Wales-wide review; individual and council responses are welcome. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be authorised to complete the survey on behalf of the Council.   

488. To Receive Correspondence    

The Clerk reported on the correspondence received by the Council since its last meeting.  
 
RESOLVED: That the correspondence received be noted. 

489. Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance   

The Clerk reported that draft Supplementary Planning Guidance has been prepared to support the County Council’s Revised LDP 2018–2033, which is under independent examination and expected to be adopted by the end of 2026. Consultation runs from 17 June to 31 July 2026.  He stated that the County Council is consulting on draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) for inclusion in the Revised LDP on Affordable Housing and Section 106 Obligations.

He informed Council that the Affordable Housing SPG sets out the County Council’s approach to deliver affordable housing through the planning system and identify the planning requirements and mechanisms for securing affordable housing within Carmarthenshire.  Planning Policy AHOM1 requires an on-site contribution towards affordable housing will be required on all market housing allocations and windfall sites of 10 or more homes to meet the affordable housing target set out in Policy SP5.  For sites of less than 10 dwellings there will be a requirement to contribute towards affordable housing in the form of a commuted sum.

The Clerk informed Council that new development often created a need for additional infrastructure or improved community services and facilities, without which there could be a detrimental effect on local amenity and the quality of the environment.  Planning Obligations were often the mechanism used to secure these measures.  Planning Obligations are secured pursuant to Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and are usually agreements between the local planning authority and persons with an interest in the land (Section 106 Agreement).  

RESOLVED:  That the following observations in relation to the Consultation of Draft Supplementary Guidance on Planning Obligations.

1. The Council appreciates that some Section 106 funding has to be used to support areas in the County which are deprived, however there should be a stipulation that an element of Section 106 monies stays within the Ward the subject of the development.

2. That it be noted for future development in Rhydargaeau there is a current lack of open spaces in the village.

490. Planning Applications 

The Clerk reported that no planning applications had been received or determined in the Council’s area since the last meeting.

The Clerk reported that planning application PL/10724 for an agricultural building on land south of Tyllwyd, Llanllawddog, was approved through Prior Notification and reported to Council on 11 May 2026 (minute 465 refers). Residents and the Council raised concerns about the lack of consultation, due process and possible future development. 

The Clerk further reported that the Planning Officer noted these concerns but explained that Prior Notification applications follow a different statutory process from full applications and do not require wider consultation.  Consultation and a site notice are required only if prior approval is needed for siting, design or appearance; here, it was not, and the application was determined within 28 days.  The Clerk stated that the Planning Officer nevertheless acknowledged the concerns and confirmed that the authority assessed only the submitted proposal within permitted development rights.  Any further development would require consent and be considered on its merits.

County Councillor Lewis stated that he had discussed the matter with the Planning Officer and had highlighted the matter to the Enforcement Team. 

491. Reports of Meetings

The Clerk reported that the Council had not attended any outside body meetings since its last meeting.  

He stated that the organiser can no longer arrange meetings for Community Councils affected by the Towy/Teifi, Towy/Usk and Vyrnwy Frankton projects.

He reported that the Council has been invited to an online Town and Community Councils Forum meeting on 2 July 2026 at 5.30pm, covering Waste Service changes and the Assessment of Local Wellbeing.


The Meeting closed at 8.50pm
