CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 11 May 2026 at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillor Steven Mason (Chairman) presiding

Councillors: Nia Bowen, Deborah Dean, Beth Gibbon, Havard Hughes, Philip Hughes and Darrell Lewis.  

County Councillor Neil Lewis

Also Present: Bryony Whiffen, Consultant

Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees 
                        
449. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Peter Williams.    

450. Declarations of interest

        County Councillor Neil Lewis declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 4 – Request to Support Transition Streets Project Rhydargaeau as Manager of Ynni Sir Gar and having given a overview of the project withdrew from the meeting whilst Council considered the request. 

451. Presentation by Bryony Whiffen, Consultant in Relation to the Development of Community Facilities    

The Clerk referred to the meeting of Council of 2 March 2026 (minute no. 426 refers), whereby the Fund Manager of the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Community Fund had appointed Bryony Whiffen as Consultant to support the Council in relation to community engagement, capacity building and the gathering of evidence of local need.  It was reported that this support was intended to strengthen resident engagement and collaboration, including the provision of training, rather than to constitute a formal consultation process. The Consultant would work closely with the Council, attend meetings and propose the establishment of a sub-group to act as a project team.  

Ms Whiffen attended the meeting to discuss the Council’s requirements and the support to be provided in fulfilling them.  She explained that whenever the Council approached the Wind Farm for funding it would need to evidence community need and buy in and an appropriate level of engagement with the community.  Ms Whiffen was aware that the only meeting space in the community is the Church Hall and a lack of constituted groups.   

Ms Whiffen outlined suggested community engagement and consultation methods which the Council could consider to connect with the community.  It was important to recognise the geography of the area when reaching out to residents as some will live in the more rural parts of the area.  There may also be residents who live locally but commute into Carmarthen or further afield and it may be the community where they live, but not whether they socialise or do activities.  An engagement approach could include mapping activities in the Church Hall; engaging with residents through a short survey, by using QR codes on noticeboards, hard copies and social media.  The Council may also wish to consider a meet “your Councillor” to ascertain what residents want.  

Ms Whiffen was also able to offer a training session on active engagement with the community, but her time allocated to the Council was 4 days.  

Members of Council believed that it was critical to have a central location near to the main centre of population and which was walkable.  There was a need to capitalise on the success of the play area in Rhydargaeau where there was some evidence of neighbours making connections.  Rhydargaeau had become a commuter village with ribbon development and there were no longer any places of worship, public houses, playing fields where the community could meet.  Members of Council considered that if an area of land could be identified it could be used as a playing field or a dog walking area and biodiversity area for later development of a community building.  

Ms Whiffen believed that the Church Hall had the benefit of a stage which could be used for an event with a band and a bar.  The Council could also do drops and community newsletters to establish interest amongst the community.  Ms Whiffen also believed that the Council may wish to consider an Instagram account to engage with a younger demographic.  

Ms Whiffen stated she would write to the Clerk with a summary report for community engagement for the Council to consider.            
                
452. Request to Support Transition Streets Project Rhydargaeau 

County Councillor Lewis informed Council that he is the Manager of Ynni Sir Gâr which is a social enterprise company.  He stated that one of his project officers had worked up the bid and he was not involved in the project.   

The Clerk reported that Ynni Sir Gâr had been invited by the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Community Fund to submit an application for grant funding to deliver a pilot Transition Streets project in Rhydargaeau.  The project sought to foster community cohesion whilst assisting households to reduce both living costs and carbon emissions.  The Clerk further reported that the initiative, first introduced in Totnes, Devon, had enabled participating residents to reduce energy and water costs by an average of one third and to work collectively for the benefit of their street.

The Clerk also reported that Ynni Sir Gâr intended to seek Wind Farm funding towards a 2–3 year post to support local engagement, together with match funding from an alternative source, with a longer-term aspiration of establishing a full-time post.

The Clerk reported that Ynni Sir Gâr intended to submit its application to the Wind Farm Community Fund in May 2026 and was seeking the Council’s support.  It was noted that the proposal would have no resource implications for the Council.

Members considered the merits of supporting the application against the de-merits of the application against the backdrop of the Wind Farm having a finite pot of money.  Members noted that the project could potentially benefit Rhydargaeau and the wider community but also noted the relatively high project costs proposed.

RESOLVED:  That consideration of the request be deferred to an extraordinary meeting of Council to enable the Project Officer to make a presentation on the application.    
                              
453. Report of the County Councillor  
 
County Councillor Lewis indicated that there was a problem with Asian Hornets which were a non-native species impacting on pollinators.

Councillor P Hughes suggested that Council receive a talk at a future meeting on Asian Hornets.    

454. Biodiversity Action Plan 

The Clerk reported that Council at its meeting on 2 March 2026 referred the Biodiversity Action Plan to a Biodiversity Sub-Group to set targets within it (minute no. 422 refers).  He stated that the membership, agreed at the last meeting, comprised Councillors Bowen, P Hughes and Mason. The Sub-Group has not yet met but would do so before the next Council meeting in June 2026.

The Clerk also reported that after securing a free Biodiversity package from One Voice Wales, materials for the planter and substrate were delivered in March 2026. The Chairperson, Councillor P Hughes and the Clerk built the planter and installed the habitat boxes on 26 March 2026.  It was necessary for the Clerk to purchase screws from Screwfix for £29.47 and, to fill the planter, an additional 12 bags of topsoil and 4 bags of sharp sand were purchased from B&Q for £53.00.  Council would be requested to approve the Clerk’s total expenses of £82.47.

The Clerk also reported that One Voice Wales Local Places for Nature Officer delivered plants for the planter, which were planted on 23 April 2026.  

Councillor P Hughes requested that progress be made with seeking a meeting on site with the officer responsible for submitting the application to the Welsh Government for work to be undertaken at Mynydd Ystufflau Corn Common.  The Clerk undertook to progress the matter.  

455. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period Ending 30 April 2026  

The Clerk reported that the Council held a balance of £5,076.07 in its current account which reflected the grant payment by the Brechfa West Forest Wind Farm Community Fund of £1,495.00 following a successful bid for a defibrillator to be located outside Myrddin Garden Machinery, Pontarsais.  It also reflected the first instalment of the precept from the County Council of £2,934.34.  The stated that balance in the savings account is £11,950.50 resulting in a total of £17,026.57. 

He also reported on the outturn for the 2025-26 financial year.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council noted the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 30 April 2026 and the outturn for the 2025-26 financial year.  
                          
456. Bills for Payment 

The Clerk reported on the following liabilities and sought approval for their payment.    

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300168
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for March and April 2026 (coded against the Play Area budget)
	182.47

	300169
	Carmarthenshire County Council 
	Public Lighting Charges 2025-26
	944.06

	300170
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for March and April 2026 
	802.65

	300171
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for March and April 2026 
	200.60

	300172
	Tenby and Saundersfoot First Responders
	Payment for Defibrillator
	1,495.00


	300173
	Llanllawddog Church Hall 
	Hire of Church Hall for March and May 2026
	80.00

	300174
	Cllr Philip Hughes 
	Purchase of poles for play area noticeboard 
	24.00



The Clerk also reported that Cheque numbered 300146 to the Society of Council Clerks in the sum of £116 and authorised for payment by Council at its meeting on 2 March 2026 had yet to be banked by that organisation despite being requested to do so.  In the event the Society of Local Council Clerks had mislaid that cheque, Council was recommended to issue a further cheque for £116 on the proviso that the SLCC destroy the earlier cheque should it be found.         

RESOLVED:  That the above payments be approved.      

457. Parc y Rhyd Play Area   

The Chairperson stated that it had been drawn to his attention by one of the residents adjacent to the play area that a teenager had been walking along the planter and younger children had been climbing on one of the benches in the play area and over the fence into one of the neighbouring gardens.  Councillor Dean suggested that contact be made with the local PCSO.  

The Chairperson also stated that there was a need to progress increasing the height of the fence between the play area and of the adjoining properties which the Council gad previously agreed to doing.  He had spoken to the resident who had confirmed that a family member could carry out the work with the Council paying for the cost of materials.  He would get an estimate for the materials for approval at the next meeting.

The Clerk reported that Sovereign Play had carried out an annual inspection of the play area on 1 April 2026 and there were no matters which the Inspector wished to draw to the attention of the Council.  The Chairperson stated that he had since discovered that one of the stainless-steel posts for the nest swing had become lose.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk report the loose stainless-steel post to Sovereign Play.                  
 
458. Road Safety on the A485 

County Councillor Lewis informed that he along with the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Clerk had met with the Road Traffic Manager on site on 12 March 2026 to discuss longstanding road safety and speeding concerns.  He stated that the Road Traffic Manager had very little information on site as to any physical measures and that there was a limited budget to carry out physical works to deter speeding.

The Clerk reported that the Road Traffic Manager had explained the potential for schemes to be match funded with the Community Council and had given indicative costs for road safety measures as follows:

· Traffic Light Activated Crossing - £40,000 - £60,000
· Speed Hump - £15,000 each
· Raised Plateau - £25,000 - £30,000 
· Crossing to include Raised Plateau - £60,000 - £70,000
The Clerk reported that the Road Safety Manager has yet to provide the promised written review of speeds, possible measures, and costs.  He stated that once received, the Council may wish to consider a match-funded scheme with the County Council to introduce traffic-calming measures, though any such measures would require consultation.  The Road Traffic Manager had advised that a speed camera was not eligible.
County Councillor Lewis stated that he would escalate the lack of response within the County Council.  
459. Public Footpaths 

The Clerk reported that he and the Chairperson had met the Countryside Access Officer on 5 March 2026 and walked footpaths 27/26/1, 27/28/1 and 27/29/1 in Rhydargaeau to inspect the extent of the obstructions and to consider their potential for circular walks.  The Countryside Access Officer had expressed support for improvement works and potential joint projects with the Council and Wind Farm.  Further follow-up from the Countryside Service was still awaited.  The Clerk informed Council that he had arranged to meet with a Project Officer from the Countryside Service to discuss the potential for a project to be developed.  

460. Annual Remuneration Report 2026-27 

The Clerk reported that the Democracy and Boundary Commission has published the Annual Remuneration Report for 2026–27.  The Report sets out the Commission’s decisions regarding the remuneration, expenses, and benefits applicable to elected and co-opted members across principal councils, community and town councils, fire and rescue authorities, and national park authorities.  It is the Commission’s first report since it took over this responsibility from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.  

The Clerk further reported that the Commission continued to mandate payments for the extra costs of working from home and payments for office consumables.   He stated that substantive changes to the remuneration framework would only occur once in each electoral cycle and that the report prior to each local government election will consider major changes to the framework.  The report for 2027-28, published by the end of February 2027, will update the framework for those Members who will be elected at the May 2027 local elections.

The Clerk also reported that there was no change to the Determination made last year in relation to Mandatory Payments of £156 a year (equivalent to £3 a week) towards the extra household expenses (including heating, lighting, power, and broadband) of working from home.  For set payment for consumables: Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for the cost of office consumables required to carry out their role, or alternatively councils must enable Members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office consumables.   

The Clerk outlined the reporting requirements whereby an annual statement of payments is to be submitted to the Commission by 30 September each year and published on the Council’s website.  The Commission has determined that Returns to the Commission need only show the total amounts paid in respect of the mandatory payments, being the £156 contribution to the costs of working from home and the £52 set rate consumables allowance and the travel and subsistence expenses paid.  

RESOLVED:  That the recommendations contained in the Annual Remuneration Report 2026-27 together with the determinations in relation to Community and Town Councils be noted.   
 
461. Work Programme   

The Clerk reported on the Work Programme which was being reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning.

RESOLVED:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

462. Applications for Financial Assistance

The Clerk reported on applications received for financial assistance towards supporting the work of the following organisations:

· Kids Cancer Charity  
· Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod  

RESOLVED:  That the Council declined to support both requests on the basis that they do not have a direct connection to Carmarthenshire.  

463. Community Defibrillator Project 

The Clerk referred to the Council on 2 March 2026 (minute no. 432 refers) wherein he was authorised to submit an application to the Wind Farm for defibrillators to be sited in the Bwlch y Corn area as a preference and outside Myrddin Garden Machinery, Pontarsais.  He informed Council that the Wind Farm had approved the application unconditionally for a defibrillator to be located outside Myrddin Garden Machinery in Pontarsais with grant funding of £1,495 being received.  The application for a defibrillator in the Bwlch y Corn area had been approved conditionally upon the Council securing the necessary consent to locate a defibrillator.    

The Clerk reported that the Guardian who looks after the Council’s defibrillators had arranged for the Tenby and Saundersfoot Responders to fit the defibrillator outside Myrddin Garden Machinery in the week commencing 11 May 2026.  He and the Guardian and Clerk would then look at a suitable location for a defibrillator to be fitted in the Bwlch y Corn area.

RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.  

464. To Receive Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the correspondence received by the Council since its last meeting.  
RESOLVED: (1) That the correspondence received be noted;  

                      (2) That it be noted that Councillor Philip Hughes has been booked to attend the Biodiversity Training Modules 1 and 2 during May 2026 as part of the free training places initiative.  
     
465. Planning Applications 

The Clerk reported on the following planning application received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Council.  

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10520  
	Rural enterprise development involving the retention and extension of a field shelter, retention of a polytunnel and compost toilet, installation of a solar array with invertor shed, and temporary siting of volunteer/visitor accommodation (Luton van and trailer unit) for three years
	Cwm Caredig, Land adjacent to Cwmceir, Rhydargaeau SA32 7AP
	Full Planning Permission 



[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]The following planning application had been determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council. 

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/10422
	Multi-purpose agricultural shed
	Ystradcorwg Isaf, Rhydargaeau SA32 7JA  
	Full Planning Permission
	Granted


 
Councillor P Hughes stated that he had been approached by residents in relation to planning application No. PL/10724 - Land South of Tyllwyd, Llanllawddog who had expressed concern that approval of the agricultural building could give rise to a larger scale development and further development of the site.  He stated that the residents believed that the applicant had not been truthful to the Local Planning Authority as to the plans for the site.  
The Clerk confirmed that the application had been approved and despite the application being one of Prior Notification, the Council had not been consulted.    

RESOLVED:  That the concerns of residents as to the future development of the site and that due process has not been followed in that despite the application being one of Prior Notification, no prior consultation took place with the Council and residents be conveyed to the Planning Officer. 

466. Reports of Meetings  

The Council had not been represented at any external meetings since the last meeting of Council. 

The Meeting closed at 9.44pm
