CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 11 May 2026 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Councillors:  Nia Bowen, Deborah Dean, Beth Gibbon, Havard Hughes, Philip Hughes, Darrell Lewis and Steven Mason.     
                                      
Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees                             

436. Election of Chairperson for the Municipal Year 2026-2027 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Steven Mason be elected Chairperson for the Municipal Year 2026-2027.  
                                 
(Councillor Mason - Chairperson Presiding) 
   
437. Election of Vice-Chairperson for the Municipal Year 2026-2027 

         RESOLVED:  That Councillor Havard Hughes be elected Vice-Chairperson for the Municipal Year 2026-2027. 

438. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Peter Williams.  

439. Declarations of interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.  

440. To confirm and sign minutes of the meeting of Council held on 2 March 2026 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 2 March 2026 be approved and signed as a correct record.   
 
441. To Receive the Chairperson’s Report for the 2025-2026 Municipal Year 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor Mason gave his Report for the 2025-26 Municipal Year.  He stated that it had been another good year for the Council and he thanked all Members of Council for the hard work they had done over the year.  He was glad to see that the Council throughout the last year had a full a compliment of Members and that it was good that all Members had brought different skills, experience and views to their roles to the decision making of the Council.  He also thanked the Clerk for his work and for his guidance and advice to aid the Council in its decision making. 

The Chairperson stated that the Council’s largest project has been the delivery and opening of the play area in Rhydargaeau.  In recent months, a planter has been constructed and plants planted at the play area provided by One Voice Wales following a successful application for a biodiversity grant.  A noticeboard will shortly be added to the play area.  The Chairperson also stated that Council had adopted a Biodiversity Plan and that the actions against the plan would be monitored by a Sub-Group.  

He hoped that in the year ahead the Council could make headway with the County Council to remove obstructions to public footpaths for their eventual adoption by the Council.  

He referred to the site meeting during the year with the County Council’s Road Traffic Engineer and he hoped that road safety measures could be progressed to slow the speed of traffic on the A485.   
   
442. To Receive a Report on the Council’s Financial Position for the Year Ending 31 March 2026 
        
The Clerk reported on the Council’s Financial Position for the year ending 31 March 2026, presenting a summary of receipts and payments, which showed a deficit of £30,058.49.  He also presented a Bank Reconciliation, which showed that the Council held balances of £14,092.23 less an unpresented cheque in the sum of £116.  He stated that the unaudited accounts would be submitted for audit. 

He also reported that one of the requirements of Audit Wales for the 2025-26 audit was that Council appoint an Internal Auditor.  The Clerk stated that Llinos Humphreys who had audited the Council’s financial position for the past 3 is prepared to carry on in that role.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Council approve the unaudited Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ending 31 March 2026;

                        (2) That Council approved Llinos Humphreys as its Internal Auditor to carry out the audit for 2025-26.     

443.  To Receive the Annual Report for the 2025-2026 Year 

The Clerk reported that Section 52 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 requires that all Community Councils must prepare and publish an Annual Report about the Council’s Priorities, Activities and Achievements during that financial year.  The Annual Report was required to be published as soon as reasonably practicable after 1 April each year.  The Annual Report highlighted the composition of the Council, its contact details together with the Council’s meeting arrangements.  

The Clerk reported that the Council had set a precept of £8,803 for 2026-27 in line with the rate of inflation of 3.8%.   He stated that the Council’s income in 2026-26 was £16,582.24 made up of its precept; bank interest; a grant and VAT reclaim.  The Council’s expenditure was £46,524.73, made up predominantly the final payment for the construction and equipping of the play area.  Other expenditure incurred were the Clerk’s salary, administrative costs, Members allowances and expenses, the provision of public lighting, audit fees and insurance.  The Council had made donations to support charitable, voluntary and cultural organisations during the year.  

The Council was submit to a full audit if its accounts in 2026-26, the outcome is awaited from Audit Wales.       

The Council’s achievements and activities in 2025-26 were also highlighted in the Annual Report.   

An Action Plan and priorities for 2026-27 were set and which would act as the Clerk’s targets and appraisal, being:

· Development of Community Facilities – To actively explore opportunities to develop new community facilities and to identify and apply for sources of funding from the Brechfa Wind Farm and from other grant sources as appropriate to develop those facilities.  To work with the consultant identified by the Wind Farm to support the Council with community engagement, capacity building, and evidence gathering of local needs.  

· Biodiversity Action Plan – To monitor progress against the Council’s Biodiversity Action Plan and to implement actions in conjunction with the Biodiversity Sub-Group. 
· Community Litter Picks – Organise further Community Litter Picks.

· Training – To undertake training relevant to the role of Clerk. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Annual Report 2025-2026 be approved and published  on the Council’s website.

444. Review of Training Plan 2023-2027 

The Clerk reported that a requirement of Section 67 of the 2021 Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 is that Community Councils have in place a Training Plan.  He stated that the Council’s Training Plan, had been prepared in accordance with the legislative requirements of the Act and in cognisance of the guidance issued by One Voice Wales and that of the Society of Local Council Clerks.  The Training Plan had initially been approved by Council at its meeting in March 2023 and has been reviewed at each Annual Meeting of Council to ensure it remained current and relevant.  

RESOLVED:  	(1) That the Training Plan 2023-27 attached at Appendix A of the report be approved;

                        (2) That all Members of Council attend the Code of Conduct Training Offered by Carmarthenshire County Council.   

445. Civility and Respect Pledge   

The Clerk reported that the National Association of Local Councils, the Society of Local Council Clerks and One Voice Wales had developed a Civility and Respect Pledge in response to the high numbers of complaints being submitted to the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales, grievances submitted to councils by employees and lost work time caused by workplace stress illnesses.  He stated that by signing the Civility and Respect Pledge, the Council would demonstrate its commitment to treating Councillors, Clerks, employees, members of the public, representatives of partner organisations, and volunteers with civility and respect in their roles.

RESOLVED:  That Council adopted the Civility and Respect Pledge.   

446. Review of Asset Register

The Clerk reported on a review of the Asset Register and informed Council that since the previous review, the Christmas Signage had been added to the register.  

RESOLVED:  That the revised Asset Register 2025-26 be approved.  

447. To Appoint Representatives on Various Outside Bodies  

RESOLVED:  That Councillor Havard Hughes be appointed to the Carmarthenshire Area Committee of One Voice Wales where he was also the delegate on the Hywel Dda Consultative Group.  

448. To Approve Dates of Meetings of Council for the 2026-2027 Municipal Year 

	 RESOLVED:  That Council meet on the following dates in the 2025-2026 Municipal Year with all meetings commencing at 7.00pm:

· 29 June 2026
· 7 September 2026
· 2 November 2026
· 11 January 2027
· 1 March 2027
· 17 May 2027 (Annual Meeting) 

         
The Meeting closed at 7.26pm 
