CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 2 March 2026 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor Steven Mason (Chairman) presiding

Councillors: Nia Bowen, Deborah Dean, Beth Gibbon, Havard Hughes, Philip Hughes, Darrell Lewis and Peter Williams.  

Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees 
                        
419. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor Neil Lewis.    

420. Declarations of interest

         Councillor H Hughes declared a personal interest in agenda Item 17 – Planning Applications – application no. PL/010251 - Tiffany Lodge, Rhydargaeau SA33 6BL as the applicant rents a field in the ownership of Councillor Hughes.         

	Councillor Lewis declared a Gibbon declared a personal interest in agenda Item 17 – Planning Applications – application no. PL/010251 - Tiffany Lodge, Rhydargaeau SA33 6BL as he lives next to the application site.   

421. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 12 January 2026 be approved and signed as a correct record. 
              
422. Biodiversity Action Plan 

The Clerk reported that Council, at its meeting held on 12 January 2026, approved the Section 6 Biodiversity Monitoring Report in accordance with its obligations under the Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty (minute no. 410 refers).  He stated that the Section 6 Report has subsequently been submitted to One Voice Wales, who co-ordinate reports on behalf of the Welsh Government.  A dedicated Biodiversity Section has also been established on the Council’s website, where the Section 6 Report was published.  

At the same meeting, the Clerk reported a requirement to produce a Biodiversity Action Plan, which the Clerk and Councillor Philip Hughes had prepared a draft Action Plan for the Council’s consideration and approval. 

Councillor P Hughes in commending the Biodiversity Action Plan considered it of importance that Biodiversity be listed near the beginning to each agenda as is the practice with Budget Monitoring so that the Council can be cognisant of biodiversity as well as finance in shaping its decisions.       

Council considered erecting the spare noticeboard at the play area to display biodiversity and local places for nature information.  However, it was noted that that the fences either side of the play area were not in the council’s ownership.  Council also considered that the actions contained in the draft Action Plan be determined by a sub-group reporting back to Council with its recommendations.   

Authorisation was sought and granted at the meeting of 12 January 2026 to apply to One Voice Wales for a free Biodiversity Package, comprising Habitat Boxes for the play area and bulbs for autumn planting.  The Council has since been notified that its application was successful and has been awarded four Habitat Boxes and which have all been delivered.  

The Clerk also reported that the One Voice Wales Biodiversity Officer has advised that the area at the rear of the play will provide ample bug habitat if enhanced with planting.  It was suggested that gaps or holes be created in the fencing at ground level to facilitate movement of small mammals such as hedgehogs. The Biodiversity Officer had approved a wildflower package as being more appropriate to the play area instead of bulbs, and to seed the rear of the play area to attract wildlife to the insect hotels.  He stated that he and Councillor P Hughes had met with the Biodiversity Officer on site on 16 February 2026 as part of the grant criteria, to discuss suitable wildflower species for the area.  Further details regarding appropriate wildflowers and a detailed specification for the rear of the play area were awaited. 

Councillor Dean suggested having planters on verges and that a Grant Bach application could be made to cover the cost.   

The Clerk further reported that the County Council, acting under Section 45 of the Common Land Act 2006 in its capacity to manage land in the public interest, has applied for consent to install a fence along the edge of Mynydd Ystyfflau Carn Common bordering the road.  The proposed fence will be 950 metres in length to include bridle and pedestrian gates for public access, as well as field gates for livestock and machinery.  The application has been made to the Welsh Ministers, and representations regarding the application may be submitted to PEDW by 13 March 2026. 

Councillor Williams was aware that residents of properties bordering the Common had not been consulted on these proposals.  He expressed concern that moving livestock to the Common could give rise to bovine TB at nearby farms.  Councillor P Hughes suggested that it would be preferable that the County Council erects a fence 10 metres in from the road to minimise its visual impact.     

The Clerk also reported that for the past two spring seasons, the Council has requested and secured agreement from the County Council for late cutting of verges to promote biodiversity.  It was recommended that the Council continue to request late verge cuts in order to further enhance local biodiversity. 

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Biodiversity Action Plan be referred to a Biodiversity Sub-Group to set targets within the Plan and that the Group consist of Councillors Bowen, P Hughes and Mason;      
                       (2) That Council notes the award of the Biodiversity Package and  the recommendations of the Biodiversity Officer for the area at the rear of the play area;

                       (3) That Council make representations to the application by the County Council requesting that a fence be erected 10 metres in from the road to minimise its visual impact and that concerns be expressed that residents adjoining the Common had not been consulted as part of the application to the Welsh Ministers;  
 
                       (4) That Council make a request to the County Council for the continuance of the late cut of verges to promote biodiversity and pollinators.   
                              
423. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period Ending 28 February 2026  

The Clerk reported that the Council held a balance of £1,672.36 in its current account and a balance of £14,878.71 in its savings account, with the Council’s resources totalling £16,551.07.  

He sought authorisation from Council to transfer the sum of £3,000 from the savings account to the current account to ensure the Council has sufficient funds to meet the liabilities to be paid at the meeting.   

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 28 February 2026; 

                       (2) That the transfer of £3,000 from the savings account to the current account be approved.    
                          
424. Renewal of Council’s Insurance 

The Clerk reported that the Council had received notification of the renewal of its insurance policy from its brokers Gallaghers in the sum of £883.31 who had recommended the renewal of its policy with Hiscox Insurance Company Limited, who specialise in providing insurance policies to local councils and not for profit organisations.  He stated that the increase in the premium was £17.74 compared to the premium in 2025/26. 

RESOLVED:  That the Council’s insurance policy be renewed with Hiscox Insurance Company Limited in the sum of £883.31.   

425. Bills for Payment 

The Clerk reported on the following liabilities and sought approval for their payment.    

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300143
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses for January and February 2026 
	62.39

	300144
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for January and February 2026 
	796.13

	300145
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for January and February 2026 
	198.80

	300146
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Subscription for 2026
	116.00

	300147
	Cllr Nia Bowen
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300148
	Cllr Deborah Dean 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300149
	Cllr Elizabeth Gibbon 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300150
	Cllr Havard Hughes
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300151
	Cllr Philip Hughes
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300152
	Cllr Darrell Lewis 
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300153
	Cllr Steven Mason
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300154
	Cllr Peter Williams
	Annual Allowance 2025-26
	156

	300155
	Cllr Nia Bowen 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300156
	Councillor Deborah Dean
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300157
	Councillor Elizabeth Gibbon 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300158
	Councillor Havard Hughes
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300159
	Councillor Philip Hughes 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300160
	Councillor Darrell Lewis
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home 
	52

	300161
	Councillor Steven Mason
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300162
	Councillor Peter Williams 
	Reimbursement of consumables from working from home
	52

	300163
	Arthur J Gallagher Insurance Brokers Limited 
	Renewal of Insurance 2026-27
	883.31

	300164
	One Voice Wales
	Subscription 2026-27
	148

	300165
	Llanllawddog Church Hall
	Hire of Hall 
	40



RESOLVED:  That the above payments be approved.      

426. Development of Community Facilities  
 
Further to minute no, 418 of Council of 12 January 2026, the Chairperson stated that the land indicated in Rhydargaeau was not for sale with the agent confirming its listing as an error.    
         
The Clerk reported that he had met with the Fund Manager of the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund on 28 January 2026 in Llanllawddog to discuss funding opportunities.  The Fund Manager shared that a consultant is contacting the owners of Gwalia Garage for permission to locate a mobile unit for informal meetings with residents to assess facility needs. 

He also reported that a consultant, funded by the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund, will assist the Council with engaging the community, building capacity, and gathering evidence of local needs.  This support aims to strengthen resident interaction, encourage collaboration, including training rather than formal consultations.  The consultant will work closely with the Council, attend meetings, and suggest forming a project sub-group.  The consultant also provides a full-day workshop, “Community Development & Engagement: Moving from consultation to action through collaboration,” covering engagement methods, overcoming challenges, and developing actionable plans.

The Chairperson also referred to the meeting of Council on 12 January 2026 whereby it agreed to schedule a discussion on developing future public facilities and whether the Council should attempt to purchase land with the land acquisition being funded by the Wind Farm.  

Members of Council discussed the advantages and disadvantages of making a land acquisition to develop public facilities.  The advantages being a willingness by the Wind Farm to acquire land; the Council would have an asset which it could hold for future development; in the short to medium term a dog park could be developed and in the long term a community building in Rhydargaeau where there is currently a lack of facilities and an asset could improve the Council’s profile.     

The disadvantages to land acquisition to develop public facilities would be the liability of maintenance costs falling on the Council; the budget which the Wind Farm to fund an acquisition was not known; the demand for the use of a public building was unknown when activities already take place at the Church Hall; neighbouring Community Councils do not have their own halls; the potential for the Church Hall to become available should the Church in Wales which to sell.     

A Member of Council noted that Llanfihangel ar Arth Community Council have land in its ownership for a playing field and requested the Clerk contact that Council to discuss their experience of land ownership.

A Member of Council stated that the expertise of the consultants would be key in establishing demand from residents for facilities or the need for a resident’s association in Rhydargaeau.  A Member of Council stated the Council could conduct a survey of residents via a QR Code to gauge the demand for public facilities.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That following a tied vote, the Council by virtue of the Chairperson’s second vote determined to approach the landowner of the land indicated to ascertain the willingness to sell; 

(2) That the Clerk speak to the Clerk of Llanfinhangel ar Arth Community Council to discuss their experience of owning a public facility;     



427. Parc y Rhyd Play Area  

The Chairperson informed Council that one of the neighbours next to the play area had made contact to enquire on progress on increasing the height of the fence.  The Clerk stated that there is a surplus of £1500 in the play area budget.  The Chairperson stated that he would enquire as to quotes to increase the height of the fence either side of the play area.  

428. Road Safety on the A485 and Requests for Resurfacing 

The Clerk reported that both the Council and County Councillor Lewis had been notified of a site meeting scheduled with Highways officers on 12 March 2026. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss potential physical measures to reduce vehicle speed on the A485.  Speed monitoring equipment has recently been installed at a minimum of three sites along the A485, and it was anticipated that the resulting data will be made available at the meeting.  Additionally, the Roads Policing Unit has been asked to increase enforcement activities during the morning rush hour and at night. 

The Clerk further reported that a request had been submitted for the resurfacing of Llwyn yr Eos from Tiffany Lodge to the B4301, due to deteriorating road conditions and multiple potholes.  While temporary repairs will be undertaken, permanent repairs are scheduled for April, or sooner if feasible.  It was noted that potholes on the unclassified road near the forest and common land had been filled on 16 February 2026.

Councillor Bowen stated that she had reported sunken drains on the A485 and which had now been attended to.   

The Clerk also advised that, at its meeting on 1 September 2025, the Council supported a proposed Road Traffic Order to reduce the speed limit through Pontarsais from 50mph to 40mph, while expressing concerns about the rationale for the changes.  The County Council clarified that the rationalisation refers to the removal of the 30mph section at Gwyddgrug and advised that a 50mph Speed Limit Order is planned for the route in the future.  The County Council has expressed appreciation for the Council’s support in introducing the 40mph limit through Pontarsais and acknowledged the Council’s ongoing concerns regarding vehicle speeds on the A485.

429. Public Footpaths 

The Clerk reported that Council at its meeting on 12 January 2026 received a verbal presentation by Rosie Carmichael of the Llanllawddog Walking Group on the findings of the survey of the ward’s Public Rights of Way (PROW).  Volunteers, trained by the Ramblers Association, completed the survey by the end of the year, with results submitted to the County Council and the Ramblers Association.

The Clerk also reported that the Walking Group has identified a 2.5 km circular route near Rhydargaeau, primarily using quiet roads and surfaced paths, suitable for community promotion.  The route starting at Bwlch y Corn chapel, passing through Ffoshelyg to Llety Tegan, and includes roads and PROW sections (27/25/2, 27/26/1, 27/27/1).  A discrepancy had been identified between the Definitive Map and OS Map near Cwmceir, which required review by the Rights of Way Team. 

To proceed, CCC’s Public Rights of Way Team and Countryside Service should consult with local stakeholders to address one identified obstruction.  Once resolved, the Community Council can promote the walk locally and online. Removing the obstruction would allow walkers to have a circular route.  The Walking Group has notified the County Council of these issues.

The Clerk reported that he had reported obstructions on Footpaths numbered 27/25/2 and 27/26/1 and he had arranged to meet with the Countryside Access Officer on site on 5 March 2026 to discuss a way forward for the opening of the paths.  

RESOLVED:  That Council considers maintaining footpaths following a recommendation by the Walking Group and following any obstructions being resolved by the Rights of Way Team, the Council could then be able to submit an application to the Ramblers for funding for their maintenance.   

430. Work Programme   

The Clerk reported on the Work Programme which was being reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning 

RESOLVED:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

431. Applications for Financial Assistance

The Clerk reported on applications received for financial assistance towards supporting the work of the following organisations:

· Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 
· Carmarthenshire Young Farmers Club 

RESOLVED:  That the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal and Carmarthenshire Young Farmers Club be awarded £110 each. 

432. Community Defibrillator Project 

The Clerk reported Councillor Philip Hughes has cleaned the glasswork and fixed stickers at the former telephone kiosk, which houses the defibrillator at Dan y Capel, Rhydargaeau to clearly denote that it is a defibrillator.   

He stated that he was awaiting a date from the Family Foundation to provide defibrillator training.     

The Clerk also reported on a proposal to submit an application to the Brechfa Wind Farm Community Fund for a an additional defibrillator north of Pontarsais on the A485 at one of the laybys in one of the following locations:

•	At the bus stop north of the turning to the Llanllawddog Church and Hall
•	Layby further up the A485 southbound
•	At the bus stop near to Derlwyn Farm 

Subsequent to the publication of the report, the Clerk had been approached by the Guardian responsible for the defibrillators who had approached Myrddin Garden Machinery in Pontarsais who agreed to a defibrillator being sited on the outside wall to their business.    

Members of the Council expressed a preference that an application be made to the Wind Farm for a defibrillator in the Bwlch y Corn area due to its remoteness.    

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be authorised to make an application for defibrillators to be sited in the Bwlch y Corn area as a preference and outside Myrddin Garden Machinery, Pontarsais.     

433. To Receive Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the correspondence received by the Council since its last meeting.  

RESOLVED: That the correspondence received be noted. 

434. Planning Applications 

The Clerk reported on the following planning applications received by the County Council since the last meeting of the Council.  

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10251  
	Reserved Matters to Outline PL/03898 (Erection of a local needs dwelling and associated works)
	Tiffany Lodge, Rhydargaeau SA33 6BL  
	Approval of Reserved Matters

	PL/10422   
	Multi-purpose agricultural shed
	Ystradcorwg Isaf, Rhydargaeau SA32 7JA  
	Full Planning Permission



There had been no applications determined in the Council’s area since its last meeting.   



435. Reports of Meetings 

The Clerk reported that the Council was represented at the following meetings: 

•	Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 13 January and 17 February 2026

The Council was represented at meetings of Community Councils affected by Green GEN Cymru’s Pylons and Wind Turbines proposal convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council by Councillor Havard Hughes.  The Councils represented at the meeting on 17 February 2026 considered that a letter be sent by member Councils to One Voice Wales highlighting concerns at the number of renewable energy projects planned in rural Wales.  The Clerk submitted a copy of the letter drafted by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council for Council’s consideration.  

•	Town and Community Council Forum – 27 January 2026

The Council was represented at the Forum by the Clerk wherein the Head of Finance delivered a presentation on the County Council’s budget proposals for 2026-27.   

•	One Voice Wales Carmarthenshire Area Committee – 27 January 2026 

The Council was represented at the Area Committee by the Vice-Chairperson and the Clerk.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council determined not to submit the letter to one Voice    Wales.  

The Meeting closed at 9.55pm
