CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 12 January 2026 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor Steven Mason (Chairman) presiding

Councillors: Nia Bowen, Deborah Dean, Beth Gibbon, Havard Hughes (attending remotely) Philip Hughes, Darrell Lewis and Peter Williams.  

County Councillor Neil Lewis 

Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees 

Also Present: Rosie Carmichael of the Llanllawddog Walking Group
                           
400. Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence.   

401. Declarations of interest

         Councillor Bowen declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda Item 16 – Planning Applications – application no. PL/09345 Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT as she and her family are the applicants.      

	Councillor Gibbon declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda Item 16 – Planning Applications - PL/09345 Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT in that they are friends and work colleagues and additionally are fellow Members of the Council.  

	Councillors D Dean, H Hughes, P Hughes, D Lewis, S Mason and P Williams declared a personal interest 	in agenda Item 16 – Planning Applications – application no. PL/09345 Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT as the applicant is a fellow Member of the Council.  

	Andrew Rees, Clerk to the Council declared a personal interest in agenda Item 16 – Planning Applications – application no. PL/09345 Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT as the applicant is known to him by virtue of being a Member of the Council.

402. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 3 November 2025 be approved and signed as a correct record. 
              
403. Survey of Footpaths by Llanllawddog Walking Group 

The Chairperson welcomed Rosie Carmichael of the Llanllawddog Walking Group who was present to report on the findings of the walking group on the survey it had carried out on footpaths in Llanllawddog.  

Mrs Carmichael informed Council that the walking group had surveyed footpaths in the Council’s area following a request to do by the Council. The walking group had been divided into 4 sub-groups and had surveyed 25 footpaths.  She stated that many paths have been blocked by fallen trees whilst others had been obstructed by barbed wire, fences and gates.  Mrs Carmichael recommended that the next steps could be to approach the Ramblers Association accessibility fund for grant funding to maintain footpaths.  While finger posts could be sought from the Public Rights of Way Team of the County Council to waymark routes.  

Mrs Carmichael informed Council that the walking group had identified a potential circular walk from Rhydargaeau taking in Bwlch y Corn.  She stated that the Ramblers are promoting an adopt a path initiative whereby if the Council chose to adopt a path it could receive funding to replace a gate and promote public access to footpaths.  Mrs Carmichael stated there was also a need for signage to instruct dog owners to clear up.  The walking group was in discussion with Natural Resources Wales to encourage to display emergency contacts at the barriers on their paths.  

Members of the Council agreed that the proposal to adopt a footpath particularly a circular walk around Rhydargaeau was an excellent initiative and that the Council could approach the Public Rights of Way Team for marker signs and requesting their assistance to ensure there was public access where footpaths which had become blocked.  Grant Bach funding could also be available to assist with clearing some footpaths.  Members of the Council also noted that many footpaths could not be found due to a lack of or poor signage.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That Rosie Carmichael recommend to the Council a footpath for adoption with a preference being a circular walk;      

                       (2) That the Public Rights of Way Team be requested to provide a supply of markers to identify routes along footpaths;

                       (3) That the Council thanked Rosie Carmichael for setting up the walking group and for her presentation.                 
       
404. Report of the County Councillor

County Councillor Lewis reported that he and the Clerk had been contacted by residents of Clos y Fedw requesting a grit bin.  The request had been forwarded to the County Council responding that a grit bin could not be provided as the road had not been adopted.  The Clerk stated that he had previously been informed that the estate had been adopted.  It was noted that the map provided by the County Council showing the location of grit bins was inaccurate.     

County Councillor Lewis informed Council that he continued to progress matters for a site meeting with Highways officers and the police to look at measures to combat speeding on the A485.  The Chairperson considered that the Council should have a plan for potential locations for speed bumps, chicanes and crossing points to mitigate speeding traffic.  Residents would need to be consulted on potential locations due to the noise of traffic slowing down and accelerating away from any measures to slow traffic.  Locations for potential measures could be near to the junction of Dan y Dderwen and Llwyn yr Eos due to the presence of the play area and also at the bottom of the hill in Rhydargaeau.  The Vice-Chairperson stated suggested that a crossing could be considered by Gwalia Garage as the chicane has not been constructed in the correct location to slow traffic down.     

405. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period Ending 31 December 2025 

The Clerk reported that the Council held a balance of £3,476.24 in its current account and a balance of £14,878.71 in its savings account, with the Council’s resources totalling £18,354.95.  He stated that the Council had been notified by its bank that its charges will increase by a pound to £7.00 per month with effect from 1 February 2026.  
  
RESOLVED:  That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 31 December 2025.   
                          
406. To agree on a budget for the next financial year, review reserves and to decide on the Council’s precept for 2026/2027

         The Clerk reported that a Community Council must calculate its budget 
requirement for a financial year in accordance with Section 50 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 and issue a precept to the billing authority. The 
billing authority collects the precept (charge) on behalf of Town and Community Councils under Section 41 of the above Act.  

He informed the Council that in setting a Budget, it should consider its spending plans, and ambitions for the new financial year together with deciding whether to raise the Precept to deliver its ambitions.  It must agree a budget and set the precept for the following financial year no later than 31 January.

He reported that Carmarthenshire County Council has informed the Council that the Council Tax Base for Llanllawddog had been calculated as 370.61 for Band D equivalent properties, calculated using valuation lists provided by the Valuation Officer.  He stated that the precept will be paid to the Community Council by Carmarthenshire County Council in three equal instalments on the 29 April, 28 August and 29 December 2026. 

The Clerk informed the Council that as of 31 December 2025, the Council holds balances of £18,279.40 in its accounts.  The Council had increased its precept to £8,481 at its meeting on 6 January 2025 to account for the increased insurance liability had with the development of the play area.  The Clerk advised that in considering the precept for 2026-27, the Council should have regard to the ongoing advice of Audit Wales that it should consider the level of its reserves in determining its budget and precept.   

Members of Council proceeded to scrutinise the proposed budget for 2026-27 by each budget heading to ensure that it would meet the Council’s spending obligations and aspirations and having regard to its level of reserves.  Members paid particular attention to the forthcoming development of the play area and that it would be faced with a higher insurance premium to insure the equipment.  

[bookmark: _Hlk190353589]The Council considered that the 4.1% precept increase in 2025-26 was based on the UK Government’s Earnings Link.  In determining the precept for 2026-27 the Council again had regard to the rate of inflation as at September 2025 of 3.8%.    

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Council set the precept in 2026-27 at £8,803 resulting in a 3.8% increase; 

(2)  That the Budget for 2026-27 as outlined in Appendix B of the report be approved and adopted;

(3)  That the Chair and Clerk be authorised to sign the precept billing form for submission to Carmarthenshire County Council.

407. Bills for Payment 

The Clerk reported on the following liabilities and sought approval for their payment.    

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300135
	Llanllawddog Church Hall
	Hire of Church Hall – September and November 2025 
	80.00

	300136
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses – November and December 2025  
	91.79

	300137
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for November and December 2025 
	796.13

	300138
	HMRC
	Payment of Income Tax for November and December 2025
	198.80

	300139
	Vision ICT Limited
	Website Hosting and Support
	163.50

	300140
	Carmarthenshire County Council
	Replacement of Lanterns
	187.66



RESOLVED:  That the above payments be approved.      

408. Parc y Rhyd Play Area  

The Chairperson stated that work to increase the height of the fence either side of the play area and for an automatic gate closure remained outstanding for the time being.  

409. Road Safety on the A485 and Requests for Resurfacing 

The Clerk reported that Dyfed Powys Police in collaboration with the Fire Service and South Wales Police officers, had conducted an enforcement operation in Rhydargaeau on 28 November 2025.  This initiative stemmed from ongoing concerns over speeding, as raised by the Council and County Councillor Lewis. During the 40-minute operation, 110 vehicles passed through the area, and no motorists were found to be exceeding the 20mph speed limit.

As the operation concluded, a number of vehicles were observed travelling above the speed limit.  Although officers stopped and spoke to these drivers, prosecution was not possible as evidential equipment had already been packed away; instead, motorists received verbal advice regarding their speed.

The Roads Policing Sergeant had advised that such operations lose effectiveness after approximately 40 minutes due to the rapid dissemination of police presence. During the session, three residents approached officers to express support, and several breathalyser tests were conducted as part of ongoing drink and drug driving campaigns.

Future enforcement may be scheduled, particularly during evening hours, although Rhydargaeau posed challenges for safe driver engagement due to the lack of suitable lay-bys and operational bus stops.  The operation was considered to have a positive outcome, with few offences detected, but no speeding could be substantiated despite persistent concerns from the Council and residents.  Police intend to conduct further attendance at different times of day to better identify peak periods and address the issue.

The Clerk and County Councillor have requested additional enforcement during nighttime and morning rush hours.  Furthermore, the Highways Department has been asked to schedule a site meeting to discuss the introduction of physical measures to reduce vehicle speed.

The Clerk also referred to minute no. 389 of the Council meeting held on 3 November 2025, where requests were been submitted for resurfacing works at Yetgoch and the stretch from Llwyn yr Eos Farm to the junction towards Llanpumsaint.  He had been advised by the County council that potholes at the those locations had been filled prior to and after Christmas.  

410. Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty – Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016    

The Clerk reported that Section 6 Biodiversity Duty requires each Council to prepare and submit a Section 6 Monitoring Report to Welsh Government every 3 years which commenced in 2019.  The report must outline what it has done to comply with the Biodiversity Duty.  The Biodiversity Duty should be considered against the six objectives of the Nature Recovery Action Plan for Wales.

The Clerk further reported that Biodiversity Report must be published by 31 December 2025, although One Voice Wales had some flexibility on its submission.  The Clerk had recently attended a One Voice Wales Workshop which focused on the drafting of the Biodiversity Report so that it is fully compliant with Section 6 of the Act.  The Council’s Section 6 Biodiversity Report 2025 was outlined and appended to this report.   
 
The Clerk also reported that the Council was also required under Section 6 to produce a Biodiversity Action Plan, and it was recommended that the Council approve that Plan at its meeting in March 2026.  Councillor P Hughes and the Clerk had attended training delivered by One Voice Wales on the drafting of a Biodiversity Action Plan held on 6 January 2026.    

The Clerk reported that One Voice Wales was offering the opportunity to Community Councils to apply for a free Biodiversity Package.  It was recommended that the Council apply for Habitat Boxes for the play area which can also be placed in other areas within the community and for bulbs for planting in Autumn 2026.  A successful grant application was subject to the Council satisfying One Voice Wales criteria.  

Members of the Council considered that in the event the application for bulbs was successful an approach be made to the County Council for permission to plant bulbs on verges.  

Councillor P Hughes stated that there is an area of common land in Llanllawddog and asked that contact be made with the Commons Land Officer whether the common could become an area for biodiversity.  

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Section 6 - Biodiversity Report 2025 as appended be approved, published and sent to One Voice Wales which co-ordinates reports on behalf of the Welsh Government; 

                       (2) That a Biodiversity Action Plan be drafted, for consideration and approval by Council at its meeting in March 2026;
    
                       (3) That the Clerk be authorised to submit a grant application to One Voice Wales for a free Biodiversity package and if successful, maintain and budget for the package in accordance with One Voice Wales grant criteria;    

                       (4) That a standing be placed on each agenda on Biodiversity.   

411. Work Programme   

The Clerk reported on the Work Programme which was being reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning 

RESOLVED:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 
412. Applications for Financial Assistance

The Clerk reported on applications received for financial assistance towards supporting the work of the following organisations:

· Urdd National Eisteddfod Ynys Môn 2026 
· Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund for All Appeal  

RESOLVED:  (1) That the request from the Urdd National Eisteddfod Ynys Môn 2026 be not supported; 

                        (2) That the Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund for All Appeal be awarded funding of £130.     

413. Community Defibrillator Project 

The Clerk reported on arrangements needed to be made to clean the glasswork at the former telephone kiosk, and once cleaned stickers could be purchased.  The consultant who monitors the defibrillators on appropriate for the Council had recommended the Council purchase three each of the of two types of stickers to be displayed on the former telephone kiosk.  

The Clerk reported that arrangements would be made with the Family Foundation to provide defibrillator training for the Springtime during the lighter evenings.   

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be authorised to purchase three each of the of two types of stickers from Viking Safety Sign Supplies as recommended by the consultant.

414. To Receive Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the correspondence received by the Council since its last meeting.  

RESOLVED: That the correspondence received be noted. 


415. Planning Applications 

The Clerk reported on the following planning application received but not subject to consultation as it is a Prior Notification application and subsequently determined. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk123412569]Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type

	PL/10292 
	Wooden Static Field Shelters
	Y Bedw, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Prior notification: Building (agricultural / forestry)



[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]The Clerk reported on the following planning applications determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council.  

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/09345
	Proposed local needs dwelling and associated works
	Plot adjacent to Awel y Grug, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Full Planning Application
	Granted

	PL/10292 
	Wooden Static Field Shelters
	Y Bedw, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Prior notification: Building (agricultural / forestry)
	Prior Approval Granted



416. Reports of Meetings 

The Clerk reported that the Council was represented at the following meetings: 

· One Voice Wales Workshop on Section 6 Biodiversity Requirement – 4 November 2025
 
The Council was represented by the Clerk which has enabled the drafting of the Section 6 Biodiversity report.  

· Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder Group – 13 November 2025

The Council was represented by Councillor Havard Hughes who raised the issue of digital accessibility in terms of what happens in Rhydargaeau and Llanllawddog during general during power outages as the phones go down with the mast connected to the local grid.  The Health Board will go back to Councillor Hughes on this issue.  An NHS app is planned for introduction soon; a similar app is already in use in England.  

· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 1 December 2025 

The Council was represented at a meeting of Community Councils affected by Green GEN Cymru’s Pylons and Wind Turbines proposal convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council by Councillor Havard Hughes.      

· One Voice Wales Biodiversity Action Plan Training – 6 January 2026
The Council was represented at the training by Councillor Philip Hughes and the Clerk. 

        The Council will be represented at the forthcoming event by the Clerk:

· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 13 January 2026

417. Exclusion of the Public  

RESOLVED:  That the public from the meeting for the following item of business pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as it would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

418. Land at Rhydargaeau

The Clerk reported on the availability of a parcel of land for sale in Rhydargaeau which the Council may consider making an offer for a potential development of a public facility.  He stated that an application for Its acquisition could be made to the Wind Farm.  

The Council considered that the development of public facilities could be beneficial to the community but not to the detriment of existing facilities.  The land indicated was in a central location in Rhydargaeau and more accessible to residents.  A community consultation would need to be carried out to establish need and demand to use a facility.  Caution would need to be exercised at the potential liability falling on the Council in terms of construction costs and ongoing maintenance.  Pre-application discussions would need to be held with the Planning Department as to what type of public facility could potentially receive planning consent.         

RESOLVED:  (1) That the Chairperson contact the estate agent to ascertain the availability of the land; 

                       (2) That an item on the development of future public facilities be scheduled on the agenda for the next meeting.    

The Meeting closed at 9.56pm
