CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANLLAWDDOG 
LLANLLAWDDOG COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Llanllawddog Community Council held at the Church Hall, Llanllawddog and via Microsoft Teams on Monday 3 November 2025 at 7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor Steven Mason (Chairman) presiding

Councillors: Nia Bowen, Deborah Dean, Philip Hughes, Darrell Lewis and Peter Williams.  

Clerk to the Council: Andrew Rees 
                           
382. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Gibbon, H Hughes and County Councillor Neil Lewis.  

383. Declarations of interest

         There were no Declarations of Interest. 

384. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 1 September 2025 be approved and signed as a correct record. 
              
385. Report of the County Councillor

The Clerk informed Council that County Councillor Lewis had requested that he raise the following Ward matters in his absence.
  
County Councillor Lewis has received a referral from the daughter of elderly residents at Llwyncelyn, Llanllawddog, concerning overgrown hedges that have formed a tunnel and are interfering with telephone cables.  In wet weather, this disruption disconnects the phone line, which is the residents' only means of communication for medical appointments.

The matter was referred to the Highway Services Manager, who clarified that BT Openreach is responsible for maintaining clearance around their telecom cables to prevent damage and service loss.  The County Council, under the Highways Act, is obliged to serve notice on landowners to cut back hedges and trees that obstruct the highway or hinder high-sided vehicles, specifying that any branches lower than 5.1 metres above the carriageway must be cut back by the landowner.

A site visit was conducted by a Highway Inspector, who observed several areas where tree branches were hanging low above the carriageway and leaning on BT cables.  The Highways Team will issue a Tree & Hedge Notice to the landowner, requesting the removal of these low branches.

It was further noted that many of the affected areas are above private land, where the Highway Authority has no powers to enforce or carry out works. Residents have therefore been advised to contact BT Openreach directly to express their concerns and seek assistance regarding the risk posed to their service by the overhanging branches.

Councillor Hughes was aware that the County Council had been cutting tress at that location in the previous week. 

Matters reported by County Councillor Lewis on Road Safety on the A485 and the Re-location of the Defibrillator at Clos y Fedw, Rhydargaeau were covered in the minutes relating to those items. 

386. Budget Monitoring Relative to the Period Ending 31 October 2025 

The Clerk reported that the Council held a balance of £2,008.96 in its current account and a balance of £14,797.16 in its savings account, with the Council’s resources totalling £16,806.12.  He stated that the increase in the Council’s balances reflected the VAT reclaim made in the sum of £5,720.13 which was paid into the Council’s bank account on 11 September 2025.   

In response to a question from Councillor Williams on whether the Council is registered for VAT purposes, the Clerk confirmed that was the case.  Councillor Williams in a supplementary asked whether the Council could only submit requests for the reclaim of VAT for up to the preceding two months.  The Clerk clarified that HMRC required that claims be made for a minimum of £100 and claims could be made for multiple quarters as long as they were above the £100 threshold.     

The Clerk outlined the spend profile for the financial year to date.     

He also reported that the Council’s bankers had informed that they will be reducing the interest rate on the savings account from 2.25% to 2.10% with effect from 23 November 2025, reflecting the downward trend in the rate of interest paid.

The Clerk reported that the Council would be required to set its budget and precept for the 2026-27 financial year at its meeting scheduled for 5 January 2026.  To facilitate preparation of the budget, Members were asked to consider whether they wished to increase the precept for 2026-27.  It was noted that at the meeting held on 6 January 2025, Council had resolved to increase the precept for 2025-26 by 4.1%, in line with the UK Government’s Earnings Link as at September 2024, resulting in an increase from £8,147 in 2024-25 to £8,481 in 2025-26. The rationale for this increase was to cover the Council’s liability following completion of the play area.

The Clerk further advised that the latest figures released in October 2025 indicated a rate of inflation of 3.8% at the end of Quarter 2 (September 2025), which would be used as the basis for pay awards and state pension increases in 2026-27.  Members were therefore invited to consider a corresponding increase in the precept of 3.8% for 2026-27, which would raise the precept from £8,481 to £8,803.  The Chairperson stated that the Council aspired to explore a larger area of land for future development and consideration could be given to increasing the precept at the Council’s meeting in January.  
     
RESOLVED:  (1) That the Council note the Budget Monitoring for the period ending 31 October 2025; 

                        (2) That the Council decide on the level of precept for 2026-27 at its meeting on 5 January 2026. 
   
387. Bills for Payment 

The Clerk reported on the following liabilities and sought approval for their payment.    

	Reference
	Payee
	Description
	Amount £

	300129
	Andrew Rees
	Administrative Expenses September and October 2025  
	46.79

	300130
	Andrew Rees
	Salary of Clerk for September and October 2025 
	796.13

	300128
	HMRC
	Payment of Income tax for September and October 2025
	198.80



RESOLVED:  That the above payments be approved.      

388. Parc y Rhyd Play Area  

The Clerk reported that the play area has undergone its first annual inspection, which confirmed that all equipment is in good working order, apart from one of the steel posts supporting the nest swing.  Sovereign Play attended the site on 22 October 2025 to address the problem and resurfaced the flooring around both steel posts.

The Chairperson informed Council that he, Councillor Philip Hughes and the Clerk had installed the Trilingual and BSL signs and Communication Board at the play area.  They had returned the benches and picnic bench, to the play area.  The Chairperson that the chippings to the rear of the play area and cleaning and removing leaves from the play area could become an issue, although there were no adverse comments to date.  There were also no further complains regarding the bongo drums.  The Chairperson stated there was a need to fix a mechanism to the gate to the play area so that it closes and that the gate open inwards.  A Member of Council stated that slam proof gates were available for £100.  The matter would be held in abeyance until a solution for the gate could be found. 

A Member of Council expressed concern that the narrowing of the footpath from the A485 into Clos y Fedw may make it difficult for a double buggy to negotiate the path and around the chicane of the fence.  A Member of Council confirmed that the double buggy for her child could not negotiate the path and chicane to the fence since its narrowing.        

A Member of Council suggested that a clean up of the play area take place during the litter pick.  An enquiry has been submitted to the Environment Team at the County Council regarding the inclusion of a litter bin for the play area on the regular emptying rota, should the Council proceed to purchase one.  A response to this enquiry is still awaited.  A Member of Council stated that if a litter bin was placed in the play area it could encourage littering and deter users of the play area from disposing of litter responsibly.  A Member of Council stated that if a litter bin was placed there, the Council could become liable for separating waste.  The Clerk advised that the Council had an exemption from separating waste.  

The Clerk presented an Income and Expenditure Profile for the play area project, which showed a surplus of £1,520.11.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk liaise with the County Councillor requesting the County Council widen the footpath from the A485 to its previous width.   

389. Road Safety on the A485 

The Clerk reported that data received from the speed monitoring equipment indicated significant non-compliance with the current speed limit.  Arrangements are being made for a site meeting with the Road Traffic Management Officer and GoSafe, with County Councillor Lewis actively pursuing confirmation of a date.  At the meeting, the Road Traffic Management Officer is expected to provide a clearer overview of the data contained within the spreadsheets supplied. GoSafe advised that the level of non-compliance typically falls within their ‘community concern’ category and will undertake a risk assessment to identify a suitable site for enforcement.  It was noted that, according to GoSafe, there is currently no supporting evidence of fatalities or serious injuries at this location since the introduction of the 20mph speed limit. Should a suitable location be identified, GoSafe will focus on engagement and education with drivers, including stopping and speaking to those found offending.

Further, the Clerk confirmed having contacted the Clerk to Llanfihangel ar Arth Community Council regarding the installation of speed bumps in Alltwalis.  The response received stated that the Community Council was not involved in this decision; the speed bumps were installed by the County Council to improve road safety between Alltwalis and Llanybydder.  A Member of Council requested the Clerk to establish with the County Council the specific reason for speed bumps at Alltwalis.   
	
The Clerk reported he had been advised County Councillor Lewis that the Road Safety Sergeant has confirmed arrangements for officers to attend the area with a mobile speed gun, which will increase visibility and enable enforcement of any speeding offences.  The Sergeant will monitor the results obtained by the officers, and should the number of offences be notably high, the area will be designated as a specific target for ongoing enforcement until GoSafe and the County Council are able to implement a more permanent solution.  A date for the site meeting with GoSafe and the County Council is still awaited.

Councillors expressed concern at the continuing increase in reckless driving and unsafe driving practices by motorists.  Council noted that the County Council had yet to determine which roads the subject of the 20mph default speed limit would return to the previous 30mph speed limit.  

The Chairperson stated that discussions were needed with the County Council on the provision of a safe crossing and speed bumps to slow traffic down.  The natural place for a crossing and speed bumps would be on the A485 near to the play area.  The Clerk stated that he and the County Councillor continued to pursue this matter.     

Councillor Williams informed Council that the County Council had recently been resurfacing some roads within the Community.  He had spoken to the Highways Inspector who had informed that the County Council was catching up on complaints and requests over the past 2/3 years.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council request the County Council to resurface the road at Yetgoch and from Llwyn yr Eos Farm to its junction leading towards Llanpumsaint.       
 
390. Glyn Cothi Wind Farm

Council, at its meeting held on 1 September 2025, received a presentation from representatives of Trydan Gwyrdd Cymru regarding proposals for the Glyn Cothi Wind Farm (minute no. 371 refers).  Trydan Gwyrdd Cymru, a company wholly owned by the Welsh Government, has the remit to develop renewable energy projects, primarily on land owned by the Welsh Government.

The Clerk reported that Trydan Gwyrdd Cymru is currently undertaking an informal public consultation on the proposed wind farm in Brechfa Forest.  The company has advised that the Glyn Cothi Wind Farm would play a significant role in strengthening energy security and addressing climate change, featuring up to 27 turbines capable of generating approximately 162 MW of clean electricity, sufficient to power 144,000 average Welsh homes.  Project information and a feedback form are available online with the consultation period closing on 26 November 2025.

Members were informed of three in-person consultation events scheduled as follows:

· Thursday, 6 November from 15:30 to 19:00 at Ysgol Gynradd Llanybydder
· Friday, 7 November from 15:00 to 19:00 at Abergorlech Church Hall
· Saturday, 8 November from 10:00 to 14:00 at Brechfa Church Hall 

The Clerk reported the company is in the early stages of the project and has commenced bird and ecological surveys, mapping, data collection, the appointment of consultants, and engagement with local elected representatives.  Electricity generated was intended to connect to the new substation proposed at Llandyfaelog, near Kidwelly, via a new wooden pole line at distribution level.  Detailed plans for the full grid connection, including the specific route and planning application, are yet to be released.  The company has indicated that while the current proposal involve wooden poles, alternative options, including the feasibility of undergrounding, will be considered as they become available.

The Clerk also reported that Trydan Gwyrdd Cymru has further stated its commitment to delivering additional local benefits, such as enhancing onsite biodiversity, providing community funding, and improving recreational access to the forest.  The company operates solely in the interests of Wales, all profits generated will be reinvested in Welsh communities and public services.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk attend one of the in-person consultation events.   

391. Work Programme   

The Clerk reported on the Work Programme which was being reported to each meeting of Council to aid planning 

RESOLVED:  That the content of the Work Programme be noted. 

392. Applications for Financial Assistance

The Clerk reported on applications received for financial assistance towards supporting the work of the following organisations:

· Regional Committee of Urdd Gobaith Cymru in West Carmarthenshire
· Tywi Gateway Trust 
· Wales Air Ambulance 

RESOLVED:  That the Council having considered the requests for financial assistance received awarded the sums of £150 each to the Regional Committee of Urdd Gobaith Cymru in West Carmarthenshire; Tywi Gateway Trust and Wales Air Ambulance.  

393. Community Defibrillator Project 

The Clerk reported that the glass panels of the former telephone kiosk in Rhydargaeau, which now houses the community defibrillator, require cleaning. Once the cleaning has been completed, the Council’s consultant responsible for monitoring the defibrillators will affix new stickers to the kiosk to clearly identify it as a defibrillator station rather than a telephone kiosk.

The Clerk further reported that the defibrillator located at Clos y Fedw, Rhydargaeau has been slightly repositioned on the fence post, but remains at the same site.  This adjustment was necessary following an agreement between the residents of 8 Clos y Fedw and the County Council to realign their property boundary in accordance with the approved site plan and property deeds. 

A Member of Council asked whether stickers could be placed on the fence at Clos y Fedw which denoted that the Community Council is responsible for maintaining the defibrillator.  

A Member of Council asked whether progress had been made with arranging training in the use of defibrillators. 

RESOLVED: (1) That the Council note the updates regarding the repositioning of the defibrillator at Clos y Fedw and make arrangements for the glasswoork at the former telephone kiosk to be cleaned;

                       (2) That the Clerk make arrangements with the Family Foundation to provide defibrillator training.     

394. Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026-27

The Clerk reported that the Council had been consulted by the Democracy and Boundary Commission regarding the Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026-2027, with comments invited by 18 November 2025.  He stated that this was the first draft report since the Commission took over this remit from the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.  It was noted that Determination 6 of the Draft Annual Report proposed that mandatory payments to Community Councillors, specifically the £156 contribution towards the costs of working from home, the £52 fixed-rate consumables allowance, and travel and subsistence expenses, will remain unchanged from the 2025-26 levels.
The Clerk further advised that the Council is required to submit an annual statement of payments to the Panel by 30 September each year and to publish this statement on its website.  As in 2024, the Commission required that annual returns need only display the total amounts paid for the mandatory payments of £156 for working from home, £52 for consumables, and any travel and subsistence expenses incurred.

[bookmark: _Hlk214962561]RESOLVED:  That the Council note the determinations contained within the Draft Annual Remuneration Report.    

395. Review of Electoral Arrangements – Notice of Draft Proposals Report

The Clerk informed Members that the Democracy and Boundary Commission has published its Draft Proposals Report concerning Electoral Arrangements in Carmarthenshire.  The Report, together with accompanying maps, tables of arrangements, and a summary of representation responses from the initial consultation period, is available on the Commission’s website.  The consultation period for the Draft Proposals will run for six weeks until 12 November 2025.  The Clerk clarified that the review is limited to County Council Ward boundaries and does not affect the Community Council’s boundary.  The Council is located within the Abergwili Ward of the County Council, the Commission does not propose any changes to the number of seats, the existing boundaries, nor any merger with another Ward.

RESOLVED:  That the Council note the Review of Electoral Arrangements Draft Proposals Report. 

396. Community Litter Pick

         RESOLVED:  That the next Community Litter Pick take place on Saturday 29 November 2025 meeting at 10.30am at the bus stop in Rhydargaeau, thereafter the Christmas signage will be erected. 

397. To Receive Correspondence

The Clerk reported on the correspondence received by the Council since its last meeting.  

RESOLVED: That the correspondence received be noted. 

398. Planning Applications 

The Clerk reported that Carmarthenshire County Council has advised that Natural Resources Wales (NRW) has recently published updated reports regarding the health of protected marine areas in Carmarthenshire.  These areas, designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs), are vital for the protection of wildlife and natural habitats. In light of this new information, the County Council is required to carefully review all planning applications not yet determined within these affected areas.  Furthermore, all new planning applications will also be assessed in accordance with the updated information.  This revised process will remain in place temporarily, pending further guidance from NRW.
The Clerk reported that the Council had not been consulted on planning applications since the last meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk169420979]The Clerk reported on the following planning application determined by Carmarthenshire County Council within the Council’s area since the last meeting of the Community Council.  

	Application No. 
	Proposal
	Site Address
	Application Type
	Decision

	PL/09570 
	Rebuild of existing dilapidated agricultural machinery and residential garage
	Y Bedw, Rhydargaeau SA32 7DT
	Full Planning Permission
	Granted



399. Reports of Meetings 

The Clerk reported that the Council was represented at the following meetings:
· Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 30 September 2025 

The Council was represented by the Clerk at a meeting of Community Councils impacted by Green GEN Cymru’s Pylons and Wind Turbines proposal, which was convened by Llanfair Clydogau and Cellan Community Council.  The Clerk informed Council that the scope of meetings has now expanded to include Community Councils affected by the Tywi Usk lines.  Updates were provided regarding several new renewable energy projects, including proposals for energy parks where Green GEN Cymru is expected to have a connection.
During the meeting, concern was raised about the potential impact of such large-scale infrastructure projects on the region.
  
· Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder Group 

Councillor Havard Hughes represented the Council at a meeting of the Hywel Dda University Health Board Stakeholder Group.  Councillor Hughes reported that the Health Board is proposing further centralisation of services at Glangwili Hospital, following the decision not to proceed with the development of a new hospital.  Transport and parking at Glangwili Hospital remain significant concerns, with no clear strategy yet in place to resolve these issues.
 
        The Clerk reported on forthcoming events for which attendance was required at the Pylons Meeting owing to a clash of diary dates.   

        •	One Voice Wales Workshop on Section 6 Biodiversity Requirement – 4 November 2025

•	Pylons and Wind Turbines Meeting – 4 November 2025

The Meeting closed at 8.34pm
